
BERING SEA ESKIMO INUIT TOGGLING HARPOON HEAD
A BERING SEA ESKIMO INUIT TOGGLING HARPOON HEAD CARVED OF WALRUS IVORY IN THE FORM OF A SWIMMING SEAL

19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 37.5CM LONG – 14¾ INS LONG

 
LITERATURE

TOGGLING HARPOON HEADS DISPLAY AN ELEGANCE THAT RESULTS FROM COMBINING ART AND TECHNOLOGY. THE
HEADS ARE FITTED WITH SHORT THONG LOOPS TO WHICH THE FLOAT LINE IS ATTACHED WITH A LINE FASTENER. FORE-
SHAFTS ARE ALSO ATTACHED TO THE HARPOON THONG. UNTIL THEY ARE READY TO BE FITTED THE HEADS ARE STORED

NEATLY ON WOODEN MOUNTS.
ESKIMOS LIVING IN AREAS OF SEASONAL ICE COVER USE THE TOGGLING HARPOON AS THE HUNTED ANIMAL IS HELD
FAST AND A DIRECT CONNECTION TO THE HUNTER OR TO HIS KAYAK IS MADE POSSIBLE. IT ALSO MAKES HUNTING AT

SEAL BREATHING HOLES MUCH MORE EFFECTIVE.

 


