
ISLAMIC INDIAN SILVER AND NIELLO PENDANT DIRECTIONAL COMPASS
AN INTERESTING ISLAMIC INDIAN SILVER AND NIELLO PENDANT DIRECTIONAL COMPASS IN THE FORM OF A MANGO

FIRST HALF 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 3CM LONG – 1¼ INS LONG

 
LITERATURE

THE COMPASS SET WITHIN THE MANGO-SHAPED PENDANT ALWAYS POINTS EAST AND THUS TO MECCA, SO WHEN WORN
THE FAITHFUL WOULD ALWAYS KNOW IN WHICH DIRECTION TO PRAY. MECCA IS CENTRAL TO MUSLIM LIFE AND

OBLIGATORY PILGRIMAGES ‘HAJJ’ MUST BE MADE BY EVERY FREE ADULT MUSLIM OF SOUND MIND THAT HAS SUFFICIENT
FUNDS TO COVER HIS JOURNEY AND THE EXPENSES OF HIS FAMILY DURING HIS ABSENCE.

 


