
SOUTH INDIAN FINELY SCULPTED BLACK BASALT STONE FIGURE OF THE HINDU GOD KRISHNA
A SOUTH INDIAN FINELY SCULPTED BLACK BASALT STONE FIGURE OF THE HINDU GOD KRISHNA MODELLED AS A BOY
STEALING THE BUTTER BALL DECORATED WITH ATTACHED SILVER NECKLACE AND EARRINGS, BRONZE ANKLETS AND

BRACELETS 
PROBABLY FROM ORISSA

LATE 18TH CENTURY
SIZE: 12.5CM HIGH, 11CM DEEP, 6CM WIDE – 5 INS HIGH, 4¼ INS DEEP, 2¼ INS WIDE

 
LITERATURE

KRISHNA IS OFTEN DESCRIBED IN HINDU LEGEND AS A MISCHIEVOUS, RATHER SPOILT CHILD WHOSE MOTHER WAS
INCLINED TO OVERLOOK THE PRANKS HE PLAYED ON HER AND THEIR NEIGHBOURS. ONCE HE CLIMBED UP TO WHERE
STORAGE JARS CONTAINING MILK, BUTTER AND CURDS WERE HUNG FROM THE CEILING OF THE HOUSE AND BROKE

THEM AND PLAYED WITH THE BUTTER THAT FELL OUT. ON ANOTHER OCCASION HE AND HIS BROTHER BALARAMA UNTIED
THE NEIGHBOUR’S CALVES AND CHASED THEM AND HELD ONTO THEIR TAILS. WORSE STILL THEY DELIBERATELY USED
THEIR NEIGHBOURS’ NEWLY CLEANED HOUSES AS A TOILET IN ORDER TO ANNOY THEM. WHEN THEY COMPLAINED TO
KRISHNA’S MOTHER SHE WAS RELUCTANT TO BE CROSS WITH HIM AS HE LOOKED SO INNOCENT, AND MERELY SMILED

AT HIM INDULGENTLY.
HOWEVER, ONE DAY IT SEEMED AS IF HE HAD GONE TOO FAR AND HAD BEEN CAUGHT EATING EARTH. WHEN HE WAS

REPROACHED BY HIS MOTHER HE DENIED IT AND INVITED HER TO LOOK IN HIS MOUTH AND SEE FOR HERSELF. KRISHNA
IS, AFTER ALL, THE SUPREME GOD AND SO WHEN HIS MOTHER LOOKED IN HIS MOUTH SHE SAW NOT EARTH, BUT THE

WHOLE OF THE UNIVERSE WITH ALL OF ITS CONTINENTS, MOUNTAINS, OCEANS, LIGHTNING, FIRE AND WIND TOGETHER
WITH ALL OF THE PLANETS AND STARS ENLIGHTENED BY NATURE, MIND, DESTINY, SOUL AND TIME.

 


