
ANCIENT EGYPTIAN ALABASTER OFFERING TABLE
AN ANCIENT EGYPTIAN ALABASTER OFFERING TABLE 

OLD LABELS TO REVERSE INSCRIBED ‘E.E. THEBES’ AND ANOTHER ‘EGYPTIAN ALABASTER OFFERING DISH OLD KINGDOM
OR A LITTLE LATER. FOUND IN A TOMB AT THEBES. EX P.E. NEGUS COLLECTION’

THE LABEL MARKED J.D.R. FRYER COLLECTION
OLD CRACKS AND MUSEUM RESTORATION 

OLD KINGDOM 2686-2181BC
SIZE: 36CM DIA., APPROX 1.5CM DEEP – 14¼ INS DIA. APPROX ½ INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

STONE OFFERING TABLES WERE AN IMPORTANT ELEMENT OF AN ANCIENT EGYPTIAN PRIVATE TOMB AND WERE
UNUSUALLY PLACED IN AN ACCESSIBLE LOCATION SO THAT OFFERINGS COULD BE BROUGHT TO IT BY THE FUNERARY

PRIESTS OR THE RELATIVES OF THE DECEASED. LATER THE UPPER SURFACES OF THE TABLES WERE CARVED WITH THE
LOAVES, TRUSSED DUCKS AND VESSELS REQUIRED SO THAT THE STONE CARVED IMAGES COULD SERVE AS MAGICAL
SUBSTITUTES FOR THE REAL FOOD OFFERINGS. SOMETIMES THERE WERE CUPS, GROOVES OR CHANNELS CUT INTO

THE SURFACE SO THAT LIQUIDS SUCH AS BEER AND WINE COULD BE POURED ONTO THE TABLE AND OFFERED TO THE
DECEASED. THIS FINE EARLY ALABASTER TABLE OF SIMPLE DESIGN WOULD HAVE FUNCTIONED WITH OFFERINGS OF

CAREFULLY PREPARED REAL FOOD.

 


