
GERMAN GILT CABINET BRONZE OF A GROTESQUE HOOKNOSED HUNCHBACK DRESSED AS MR PUNCH
A GERMAN GILT CABINET BRONZE OF A GROTESQUE HOOKNOSED HUNCHBACK DRESSED AS MR PUNCH STANDING ON A
SILVER OVAL, MOUNTED ON A STEPPED ROCK CRYSTAL BASE, A BATON OF ROCK CRYSTAL IN HIS HAND, NOW REDUCED.

HIS HUNCHBACK SEPARATELY CAST, NOW MISSING
SECOND HALF 17TH CENTURY

SIZE: 10CM HIGH – 4 INS HIGH / 14CM HIGH – 5½ INS HIGH (INCLUDING BASE)

 
LITERATURE

THE CHARACTER PULCINELLA OR PUNCH ORIGINATED IN ITALY AND MANY OF THESE SMALL SCULPTURES WERE
INSPIRED BY JACQUE CALLOT’S POPULAR SUITE OF ENGRAVINGS ‘VARIE FIGURE GOBBI’ PUBLISHED IN FLORENCE IN

1616. MR PUNCH ARRIVED IN BRITAIN DURING THE RESTORATION PERIOD AND DURING THIS TIME THE PUPPET SHOW OF
PUNCH AND JUDY WAS SEEN BY SAMUEL PEPYS BEING PERFORMED IN COVENT GARDEN.

DURING THE 17TH AND 18TH CENTURIES DWARVES WITH THEIR DISTORTED BODIES RESULTING FROM GROWTH
DISORDERS WERE CONSIDERED A MIRACULOUS CAPRICE OF NATURE AND HIGHLY VENERATED FOR THEIR WIT AND AS

ENTERTAINERS AT MOST OF THE PRINCELY COURTS OF EUROPE. THEY WERE FULLY INTEGRATED INTO BAROQUE
SOCIETY AS IS SHOWN BY THE DWARF JESTER CALLED HANTE WHO SERVED AT THE DRESDEN COURT OF AUGUSTUS

THE STRONG.

 


