
SIR JOSEPH DALTON HOOKER’S PAINTED TIN BOTANICAL SPECIMEN COLLECTING BOX
SIR JOSEPH DALTON HOOKER’S PAINTED TIN BOTANICAL SPECIMEN COLLECTING BOX WITH INNER LEAD PRESS

DECORATED WITH ENGLISH LANDSCAPE SCENES TO THE OUTER AND INNER LIDS
A PAPER LABEL TO THE INTERIOR STATES ‘SIR JOSEPH HOOKER OM.GCSI, LATE DIRECTOR KEW GARDENS’

EARLY 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 15CM WIDE, 10CM DEEP, 3CM HIGH – 6 INS WIDE, 4 INS DEEP, 1¼ INS HIGH

 
LITERATURE

SIR JOSEPH DALTON HOOKER (1817-1911) TRAINED AS A DOCTOR IN EDINBURGH, BUT HIS PRINCIPAL INTEREST WAS
ALWAYS BOTANY. BETWEEN 1839 AND 1843 HE TRAVELLED AS ASSISTANT SURGEON AND BOTANIST ON HMS EREBUS
VISITING MANY PLACES INCLUDING MADEIRA, THE CAPE OF SOUTH AFRICA AND THE ANTARCTIC. BETWEEN 1848 AND
1851 HE TRAVELLED THROUGH NORTHERN INDIA AND THE HIMALAYAS SURVEYING THE FLORA THERE AND SENDING

BACK SPECIMENS TO KEW. AMONGST THEM WERE MANY PREVIOUSLY UNKNOWN SPECIES OF RHODODENDRON ABOUT
WHICH HE WROTE A BOOK, FOLLOWED BY TWO VOLUMES OF ‘HIMALAYAN JOURNALS’ AND A WORK ENTITLED ‘THE FLORA

OF BRITISH INDIA’. IN 1865 HE SUCCEEDED HIS FATHER SIR WILLIAM HOOKER AS DIRECTOR OF THE ROYAL BOTANIC
GARDENS, KEW. HIS IMPORTANT CONTRIBUTIONS TO KEW INCLUDE THE FIRST JODRELL LABORATORY, THE ‘T’ RANGE
GLASSHOUSES AND THE ORDER BEDS WHERE THE PLANTS ARE ARRANGED ACCORDING TO THE BENTHAM-HOOKER

CLASSIFICATION. IN 1885 HE RETIRED AS DIRECTOR AND HIS ROLE WAS TAKEN OVER BY HIS SON-IN-LAW WILLIAM
THISELTON-DYER (1843-1928).

 


