
GEORGIAN SILVER AND AGATE POCKET SNUFF BOX INSCRIBED ‘JOSEPH MALLORD WILLIAM TURNER’ AND THE DATE ‘1785’
A GEORGIAN SILVER AND AGATE POCKET SNUFF BOX INSCRIBED ‘JOSEPH MALLORD WILLIAM TURNER’ AND THE DATE

‘1785’
A NOTE INSIDE STATING ‘THIS AGATE AND SILVER SNUFF BOX WAS PRESENTED TO JOSEPH MALLORD WILLIAM TURNER

DATED AND SIGNED 17.85’
AGATE PANEL TO BASE WITH CRACK 

18TH CENTURY
SIZE: 2.5CM HIGH, 5.5CM WIDE, 5.5CM DEEP – 1 INS HIGH, 2¼ INS WIDE, 2¼ INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

J.M.W.TURNER (1775 – 1851) HAS A GOOD CLAIM TO BE THE MOST PERCEPTIVE AND CREATIVE ARTIST THAT BRITAIN HAS
EVER PRODUCED. BORN ON 23RD APRIL 1775 ABOVE HIS FATHER’S BARBERS SHOP AT 21 MAIDEN LANE, COVENT

GARDEN, FROM AN EARLY AGE HE DISPLAYED AN INTEREST IN DRAWING AND ART. IN 1785, AT THE AGE OF TEN, HE WENT
TO LIVE WITH HIS MATERNAL UNCLE AT BRENTFORD. IT IS SAID, FOR THE SAKE OF HIS HEALTH. WHILST AT SCHOOL IN
BRENTFORD HE BEGAN TO EARN HIS FIRST SUMS OF MONEY BY THE PRACTICE OF ART. HE COLOURED SOME OF THE

PLATES OF BOSWELL’S ‘ANTIQUITIES’ FOR THE FOREMAN OF THE BRENTFORD DISTILLERY AND WAS PAID FOUR PENCE
EACH. SHORTLY AFTER THIS HIS COPIES OF ENGRAVINGS WERE BEING SOLD IN HIS FATHER’S SHOP FOR A SHILLING

EACH. HIS UNCLE ALSO HAD A HOUSE NEAR SUNNINGWELL IN OXFORD AND TURNER’S EARLIEST PRESERVED DRAWING
‘FOLLY BRIDGE’ WAS EXECUTED WHILST HE WAS LIVING THERE, IT BEARS THE DATE 1787, HE WAS TWELVE YEARS OLD.

THE NEXT YEAR HE WAS SENT TO SCHOOL IN MARGATE AND THERE HE BEGAN HIS ENDURING LOVE OF THE SEA AND THE
ENGLISH COAST. 

IN 1789 WHEN HE WAS FOURTEEN HE WAS APPRENTICED TO THOMAS MALTON, THE ARCHITECTURAL TOPOGRAPHER,
AND THE STRICT DISCIPLINE OF DRAUGHTSMANSHIP TAUGHT HIM PERSPECTIVE AND GAVE HIM A TRAINED EYE. ON 11TH
DECEMBER 1789 HE WAS ADMITTED INTO THE ROYAL ACADEMY SCHOOLS, AFTER A YEARS PROBATION, AND IN 1790 AT

THE AGE OF FIFTEEN HIS FIRST WATERCOLOUR WAS SHOWN IN THE ACADEMY’S EXHIBITION. 
PERHAPS WHEN TURNER LEFT FOR BRENTFORD HIS FATHER PRESENTED HIM WITH THE GOING AWAY PRESENT OF THIS

SNUFFBOX. IT IS SAID THAT HE WAS ALWAYS VERY FOND OF HIS ELDEST SON, AND A MEMOIR BY PETER CUNNINGHAM
WRITTEN IN 1852, THE YEAR AFTER TURNER’S DEATH, TELLS OF WHEN THEY BOTH VISITED A CUSTOMERS LONDON

RESIDENCE FOR THE FATHER TO DRESS HIS CLIENTS HAIR, THE 5 YEAR OLD ARTIST MADE HIS FIRST DRAWING FROM A
COAT OF ARMS UPON A TABLE, AND THAT EVER AFTER THIS HIS FATHER WHEN ASKED BY CUSTOMERS WHAT HIS SON

WAS GOING TO BE WOULD PROUDLY REPLY ‘WILLIAM IS GOING TO BE A PAINTER’!

 


