
TUDOR CARVED OAK CORBEL DEPICTING A SNARLING LION
AN ENGLISH TUDOR CARVED OAK CORBEL DEPICTING A SNARLING LION

TRACES OF ORIGINAL GESSO AND RED POLYCHROME
FIRST HALF 16TH CENTURY

SIZE: 65CM HIGH, 23CM WIDE, 42CM DEEP – 25½ INS HIGH, 9 INS WIDE, 16½ INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

BEFORE THE GREAT FIRE OF LONDON IN 1666 THE BUILDINGS OF THE CITY WERE DESCRIBED BY A FRENCH VISITOR
MONSIEUR MISSION AS ‘ALL WOOD AND PLASTER.... THE STOREYS WERE LOW AND BECAME WIDER AND WIDER AS THEY

WENT UP. EVERYTHING WAS ASKEW AND LOOKED AS IF IT WAS ABOUT TO COLLAPSE’. AFTER THE FIRE PARLIAMENT
DECLARED THE CITY WAS TO BE REBUILT IN BRICK AND STONE. THIS MAGNIFICENT CARVED CORBEL OF AN ENGLISH

HERALDIC LION WAS PROBABLY FROM A MERCHANT’S HOUSE IN THE OLD PRE-FIRE CITY OF LONDON.
ADDENDUM:

PLEASE NOTE THIS CARVED OAK LIONS HEAD IS A CAPITAL FROM THE STERN OR PORT GALLERY OF A BRITISH
MERCHANT OR WAR SHIP.

PROBABLY NOT A CORBEL FROM A MERCHANT’S HOUSE (AS CATALOGUED)
16TH / 17TH CENTURY

THROUGHOUT HISTORY SHIPS HAVE BEEN RICHLY ORNAMENTED. THEY WERE ALWAYS MADE OF WOOD, OFTEN OAK,
GAILY PAINTED WHICH PROTECTED THEM AGAINST THE SEA AND WEATHER. WOOD CARVING ON SHIPBUILDING

CORRESPONDS TO SCULPTURE IN ARCHITECTURE. THE BOW AND STERN, MAST AND RUDDER WERE ALL OVER LADEN
WITH ORNAMENTS DURING THE 16TH/17TH CENTURIES AND THE LION WAS AN ESPECIALLY POPULAR MOTIF.

 


