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WATERCOLOUR MINIATURE ON IVORY OF CHRIST THE REDEEMER

AN INTERESTING AND CURIOUS WATERCOLOUR MINIATURE ON IVORY OF CHRIST THE REDEEMER WALKING AMONGST
LIONS SET IN APAINTED CONVEX GLASS MOUNT IN AN ALABASTER FRAVE BY JAVES BISSET (1762-1832) ARTIST, WRITER,
COLLECTOR, ART DEALER AND POET
ALABEL TO THE REVERSE INSCRIBED ‘BISSET BIRMINGHAM
CIRCA1800
SIZE: 16.5CMDIA — 62 INS DIA

LITERATURE

ANOTABLE FIGURE IN BIRMINGHAM'S CULTURAL AND COMVERCIAL LIFE, JAVES BISSET WAS BORN IN PERTH, SCOTLAND
AND MOVED TO BIRMINGHAMAT THE AGE OF 13 WHERE HIS BROTHER WAS AMERCHANT. HE BECAVE AN APPRENTICED
JAPANNER AND BY 1785 WAS LISTED IN ALOCAL STREET DIRECTORY AS A'MINIATURE PAINTER'. HE INVENTED AMETHOD
OF PAINTING ON THE INSIDE OF CONVEX GLASS AND BY 1797 WAS ADVERTISING AS A‘FANCY PANTER’. HAVING
DEVELOPED ASUCCESSFUL BUSINESS PRODUCING ORNAVENTAL WARES IN THE EARLY 1800S HE BECAVE ACOINER
OF MEDALS PERMTTED TO USE THE TITLE ‘MEDALLIST TO HIS MAJESTY AND DESIGNED ONE COMVEMORATING
NELSON'S VICTORY AT THE BATTLE OF TRAFALGAR. IN 1808 HE ESTABLISHED BIRMINGHAMS FIRST MUSEUMAND
PICTURE GALLERY IN ALARGE HOUSE IN NEW STREET DISPLAYING EVERYTHING FROMPAINTINGS TO TAXIDERMY, AND
MEDALS TO 'WORKS OF SAVAGE NATIONS’ ALL OF WHICH WAS VISITED BY ONE OF THE GREATEST COLLECTORS OF THE
DAY, SIR WILLIAMHAMLTON.



