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LITERATURE

A CAREER IN THE NAVY WAS ONE OPEN TO TALENT UNLIKE MANY IN 18TH AND 19TH CENTURY BRITAIN. IT WAS POSSIBLE
TO RISE THROUGH THE RANKS TO THE QUARTERDECK ON MERIT ALONE, ALTHOUGH THE RECRUITMENT OF MOST NAVAL

OFFICERS WAS BASED ON PATRONAGE AND FAMILY TIES. MANY YOUNG MEN, SECOND OR THIRD SONS OF AN
ARISTOCRATIC FAMILY WITH LITTLE MONEY OR ESTATES JOINED THE NAVY, AS THIS WAS THE ONLY PROFESSION, WHICH
DID NOT REQUIRE, AND INDEED DID NOT ALLOW, THE APPLICATION OF MONEY. FUTURE OFFICERS WERE TAKEN YOUNG

AND PROVIDED WITH A RIGOROUS, FREE PROFESSIONAL TRAINING WITH WHICH THEY MIGHT RISE TO FAME AND
FORTUNE. BOYS WERE OFTEN SEIZED BY A STRONG PASSION FOR A CAREER AT SEA, AND SOME AS YOUNG AS SIX WERE

TAKEN ON BOARD TO ‘LEARN THE ROPES’ FROM THE HANDS OF AN EXPERIENCED ‘SEA DADDY’.
AN OFFICER IN THE NAVY WAS HOWEVER, REQUIRED TO BE ABLE TO NAVIGATE AND COMMAND AS WELL AS REEF AND

STEER AND TO THIS END THE ROYAL NAVAL ACADEMY 1733 – 1837 WAS ESTABLISHED AT PORTSMOUTH DOCKYARD AS A



FACILITY TO TRAIN OFFICERS AND IN AN ATTEMPT TO IMPROVE THEIR EDUCATION. HOWEVER, THE SINCERE BELIEF IN
THE SUPERIORITY OF PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE LEARNED ON BOARD SHIP ENSURED THAT THE OFFICER CLASS

FAVOURED THE TRADITIONAL MODEL. KING WILLIAM IV DEMONSTRATED THIS IN HIS REMARK ‘THERE WAS NO PLACE
SUPERIOR TO THE QUARTERDECK OF A BRITISH MAN-OF-WAR FOR THE EDUCATION OF A GENTLEMAN’.

 


