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ORIGINAL NAVAL MANUSCRIPT PREPARED BY LIEUTENANT WILLIAM ANDREW ST JOHN

AN INTERESTING ORIGINAL NAVAL MANUSCRIPT PREPARED BY LIEUTENANT WILLIAMANDREW ST JOHN REPRESENTING
HIS NAVAL TRAINING AT THE NAVAL ACADEMY AT PORTSMOUTH FOR AN OFFICER IN THE BRITISH FLEET
ENTITLED ‘APLAN OF MATHEMATICAL LEARNING TAUGHT IN THE ROYAL ACADEMY 520 PP ILLUSTRATED WITH FULL PAGE
FRONTISPIECE 21 VIGNETTE ILLUSTRATIONS OF WHICH 12 ARE ORIGINAL WATERCOLOURS AND 9 ARE ORIGINAL PEN
AND INK WASH DRAWINGS 4 FULL PAGE AND ONE LARGE FOLDING MAPS WITH OUTLINE COLOUR 4 FULL PAGE
ASTRONOMCAL ILLUSTRATIONS 1 FULL PAGE COMPASS ROSE AND NUMEROUS SMALL COLOUR OUTLINE NAVIGATIONAL
CHARTS ALL EXECUTED BY ROYAL NAVAL ACADEMY STUDENT WILLIAMST JOHN
BOUND IN CONTEMPORARY ENGLISH DICED CALF, MULTIPLE GILT TOOLED BORDER FILLETS, GILT DECORATED SPINE IN
COMPARTMENTS
PORTSMOUTH, ENGLAND 1807
SIZE: 37CMHIGH, 27.5CMWIDE — 14%2 INS HIGH, 10% INS WIDE

LITERATURE

ACAREER IN THE NAVY WAS ONE OPEN TO TALENT UNLIKE MANY IN 18TH AND 19TH CENTURY BRITAIN. IT WAS POSSIBLE
TO RISE THROUGH THE RANKS TO THE QUARTERDECK ON MERIT ALONE, ALTHOUGH THE RECRUITMENT OF MOST NAVAL
OFFICERS WAS BASED ON PATRONAGE AND FAMLY TIES. MANY YOUNG MEN, SECOND OR THIRD SONS OF AN
ARISTOCRATIC FAMLY WITH LITTLE MONEY OR ESTATES JOINED THE NAVY, AS THIS WAS THE ONLY PROFESSION, WHICH
DID NOT REQUIRE, AND INDEED DID NOT ALLOW, THE APPLICATION OF MONEY. FUTURE OFFICERS WERE TAKEN YOUNG
AND PROVIDED WITH ARIGOROUS, FREE PROFESSIONAL TRAINING WITH WHICH THEY MGHT RISE TO FAVE AND
FORTUNE. BOYS WERE OFTEN SEIZED BY ASTRONG PASSION FOR ACAREER AT SEA, AND SOME AS YOUNG AS SIXWERE
TAKEN ON BOARD TO ‘LEARN THE ROPES’ FROM THE HANDS OF AN EXPERIENCED ‘SEADADDY'.

AN OFFICER IN THE NAVY WAS HOWEVER, REQUIRED TO BE ABLE TO NAVIGATE AND COMMAND AS WELL AS REEF AND
STEER AND TO THIS END THE ROYAL NAVAL ACADEMY 1733 — 1837 WAS ESTABLISHED AT PORTSMOUTH DOCKYARD AS A



FACILITY TO TRAIN OFFICERS AND IN AN ATTEMPT TO IMPROVE THEIR EDUCATION. HOWEVER, THE SINCERE BELIEF IN
THE SUPERIORITY OF PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE LEARNED ON BOARD SHIP ENSURED THAT THE OFFICER CLASS
FAVOURED THE TRADITIONAL MODEL. KING WILLIAM IV DEMONSTRATED THIS IN HIS REMARK ‘THERE WAS NO PLACE
SUPERIOR TO THE QUARTERDECK OF ABRITISH MAN-OF-WAR FOR THE EDUCATION OF AGENTLEMAN'.



