
ENGLISH REGENCY TURNED IVORY BOX MOUNTED WITH A SCENE OF SWANS
AN ENGLISH REGENCY TURNED IVORY BOX MOUNTED WITH A SCENE OF SWANS SWIMMING UPON A LAKE

IVORY, GOLD, WAX AND GLASS
EARLY 19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 6CM DIA., 3CM HIGH – 2¼ INS DIA., 1¼ INS HIGH

 
LITERATURE

SINCE THE 14TH CENTURY ALL THE SWANS ON THE RIVER THAMES HAVE BEEN, AND ARE, THE PROPERTY OF EITHER
THE SOVEREIGN OR TWO OF THE OLDEST CITY OF LONDON GUILDS: THE VINTNERS AND THE DYERS. DURING THE 3RD

WEEK OF JULY, SWAN MASTERS AND THEIR TRADITIONALLY DRESSED ASSISTANTS ROW OUT ONTO THE RIVER TO
ESTABLISH OWNERSHIP OF THE CYGNETS BY UPENDING AND INSPECTING THEIR PARENT’S BEAKS. THOSE BELONGING
TO THE DYERS ARE MARKED WITH A SINGLE NICK TO THE BEAK AND THOSE OF THE VINTNERS WITH TWO, WHILST THE

SOVEREIGN’S SWANS REMAIN UNMARKED.
THIS TAKES PLACE ON THE STRETCH OF THE THAMES BETWEEN SUNBURY & PANGBOURNE. WHEN THE SWAN UPPING
COMPANY, WHICH INCLUDES THE VINTNERS MARKERS IN GREEN LIVERY AND THE DYERS IN BLUE, REACH WINDSOR
CASTLE THE QUEEN IS SALUTED BY THE CRY ‘HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN, SEIGNEUR OF SWANS’. THE WORK, WHICH

LASTS FROM MONDAY TO THURSDAY, CONCLUDES WITH A BANQUET AT WHICH ROAST CYGNET IS SERVED.

 


