
SOUTH AFRICAN ZULU CARVED AND DECORATED BONE AND HORN SNUFF SPOONS
THREE SOUTH AFRICAN ZULU CARVED AND DECORATED BONE AND HORN SNUFF SPOONS

19TH CENTURY
SIZES: A: 26.5CM LONG – 10½ INS LONG 

B: 29CM LONG – 11½ INS LONG 
C: 37.5CM LONG – 14¾ INS LONG

 
LITERATURE

SNUFF TAKING WAS ENJOYED BY BOTH SEXES AND BY PEOPLE OF ALL AGES AMONGST THE ZULU NATION, ALTHOUGH
SMOKING WAS RESTRICTED TO MEN AND OLDER WOMEN. SNUFF WAS MADE BY GRINDING HOME GROWN AND DRIED
TOBACCO LEAVES, SOMETIMES WITH THE ADDITION OF THE ASH OF CHARRED ALOE LEAVES AS IT MADE THE SNUFF
STRONGER. CANNABIS WAS ALSO USED, ESPECIALLY FOR COMMUNAL CEREMONIAL OCCASIONS. THESE ELEGANT

SPOONS WERE REGARDED IN A SIMILAR WAY TO JEWELLERY, AS PERSONAL PROPERTY, AND WERE OFTEN WORN AS
HAIRPINS BY YOUNG ZULU MEN IN THEIR ELABORATE HAIRSTYLES.

 


