Finch & C°

LATE ROMANESQUE OAK AGURE OF A ROMAN CENTURION

AN INTERESTING LATE ROMANESQUE OAK FIGURE OF AROMAN CENTURION, PROBABLY SAINT LONGINUS
TRACES OF POLYCHROME
FIRST HALF 13TH CENTURY
SIZE: 69CMHIGH, 18CMWIDE, 11.5CMDEEP — 272 HIGH, 7 INS WIDE, 4"2 INS DEEP

LITERATURE

THIS OAK CARVING DEPICTS AROMAN SOLDIER MOST PROBABLY THE CENTURION AT GOLGOTHAWHO UPON PIERCING
CHRIST'S SIDE WITH ASPEAR, AND STRUCK BY THE MANNER IN WHICH CHRIST HAS ENDURED HIS LAST MOMENTS,
CRIES OUT IN SUDDEN RECOGNITION ‘TRULY THIS MAN IS THE SON OF GOD’. LATER KNOWN AS LONGINUS, HE IS ALWAYS
DEPICTED IN MLITARY ATTIRE AND IS STILL VENERATED AS ASAINT AND MARTYR IN THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH, THE
EASTERN ORTHODOXAND THE ARMENIAN APOSTOLIC CHURCH.

ALTHOUGH UNNAVED IN THE GOSPELS THE LEGEND GREW OVER TIME THAT HE WAS CONVERTED TO CHRISTIANITY
AFTER THE CRUCIFIXION AND TRADITION CLAIMED HIMTO HAVE SUFFERED FOR PIERCING CHRIST'S SIDE BY BEING
CONDEMNED TO LIVE IN ACAVE WHERE EVERY NIGHT ALION CAVE AND MAULED HIMUNTIL DAVWN, AFTER WHICH HIS
BODY HEALED BACK TO NORMAL, IN APATTERN OF TORMENT TO BE REPEATED UNTIL THE END OF TIVE. THERE IS AFINE
MARBLE STATUE OF SAINT LONGINUS IN SAINT PETERS BASILICAIN THE VATICAN BY GIAN LORENZO BERNINI. A
FRAGMVENT OF THE SPEAR-POINT FROMTHE HOLY LANCE IS ALSO CONSERVED IN THE BASILICA



