
SOUTH GERMAN LIMEWOOD SCULPTURE OF THE RISEN CHRIST
A SOUTH GERMAN LIMEWOOD SCULPTURE OF THE RISEN CHRIST WITH TRACES OF ORIGINAL GESSO AND POLYCHROME

LATE 15TH – EARLY 16TH CENTURY
SIZE: 54CM HIGH, 24CM WIDE, 14CM DEEP – 21¼ INS HIGH, 9½ INS WIDE, 5½ INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

CHRIST IS PORTRAYED ALIVE WITH THE BLOODY WOUND IN HIS SIDE, NO LONGER SUFFERING, TRIUMPHANT OVER
DEATH. THE IDEA OF A TRIUMPHANT CHRIST WAS PROMOTED UP TO THE MIDDLE AGES. THE NEW TESTAMENT AND THE

EARLY THEOLOGIANS MADE USE OF LANGUAGE TRADITIONALLY ASSOCIATED WITH IMPERIAL ROMAN VICTORIES AND
WITH ANCIENT ATHLETIC CONTESTS TO DRAW ATTENTION TO CHRIST’S POWER. FALLING OUT OF FAVOUR THE IDEA DID

NOT REAPPEAR UNTIL THE RENAISSANCE WHEN CHRIST IS PORTRAYED AS THE BEAUTIFUL TRIUMPHANT ATHLETIC
VICTOR.

 


