
MEMENTO MORI PENDANT OF CARVED IVORY IN THE FORM OF AN ENGLISH COFFIN
AN UNUSUAL MEMENTO MORI PENDANT OF CARVED IVORY IN THE FORM OF AN ENGLISH COFFIN, THE HEART SHAPED

SILVER DEPOSITUM PLATE BEARING THE INITIALS ‘J.V’
EARLY 19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 5CM LONG, 1.8CM WIDE, 1CM HIGH – 2¼ INS LONG, ½ INS WIDE, ¼ INS HIGH

 
LITERATURE

THIS MINIATURE IVORY COFFIN WAS PROBABLY WORN AS A PENDANT IN MEMORY OF THE DECEASED SOME OF WHOSE
HAIR MAY HAVE BEEN CONTAINED INSIDE. SUCH JEWELLERY ORIGINATED IN THE 16TH AND 17TH CENTURIES AND WAS

TYPICALLY ENGLISH. 
THE COFFIN WAS, AND TO SOME EXTENT STILL IS, A STATUS SYMBOL. ITS FINISH AND FURNITURE INDICATIVE OF THE

SOCIAL STANDING OF THE DECEASED. NO 15TH CENTURY PEASANT OR ARTISAN EXPECTED TO BE BURIED IN A COFFIN
AND BY CONTRAST NO ARISTOCRAT WOULD HAVE BEEN GIVEN A SHROUD BURIAL IN THE CHURCHYARD. IN THE 16TH

CENTURY A RE-USABLE PARISH COFFIN WAS INTRODUCED, BUT BY THE END OF THE 17TH CENTURY ITS USE WAS
ABANDONED DUE TO PESTILENCE AND THE PLAGUE. BY THE 18TH CENTURY THE TRADE OF FUNERAL FURNISHING HAD
TAKEN OFF AND THE TRADE HAD THE TOTAL MONOPOLY ON THE PROVISION OF COFFINS, SUPPLYING SUITABLE TYPES IN

ACCORDANCE WITH THE RANK OF THE DECEASED.

 


