
SOUTH GERMAN CARVED IVORY FIGURE
A SOUTH GERMAN CARVED IVORY FIGURE OF A BEDRAGGLED AND UNKEMPT BEGGAR IN THE STYLE OF WILLIAM KRÍ¼GER

MID 18TH CENTURY
SIZE: 11.5CM HIGH – 4½ INS HIGH 

SEE: FINCH & CO CATALOGUE NO. 13, ITEM NO. 46, FOR ANOTHER EXAMPLE

 
LITERATURE

ENGRAVINGS WERE OFTEN USED FOR THE INSPIRATION FOR THESE CARVINGS, BUT THEY WERE ALWAYS RECREATED IN
THE ROUND AND SHOW NO SIGN OF THEIR TWO-DIMENSIONAL ORIGINS. THE CONCEPT OF THE ‘WAHRE ARME’ OR TRUE

POOR IN 18TH CENTURY GERMANY WAS PARTICULARLY ASSOCIATED WITH THE ‘PICTURESQUE’. THE HOLES AND
RAGGEDNESS OF THE CLOTHES DO NOT TAKE AWAY FROM THE ROMANTICISED ROCOCO STYLE. THE GREAT KAENDLER
AND EBERLEIN AT MEISSEN MODELLED VARIOUS PORCELAIN FIGURES OF PEASANTS AND BEGGARS IN A SIMILAR STYLE

IN THE MID 18TH CENTURY, AND THESE WERE EXTREMELY POPULAR WITH THEIR WEALTHY PATRONS.

 


