
AN UNUSUAL AND RARE LARGE CARVED IVORY MODEL OF THE SKULL OF A PRE-HISTORIC NEANDERTHAL MAN
AN UNUSUAL AND RARE LARGE CARVED IVORY MODEL OF THE SKULL OF A PRE-HISTORIC NEANDERTHAL MAN, WITH AN

ARTICULATED BOTTOM JAW
GERMAN

LAST QUARTER OF 19TH CENTURY 
SIZE: TO SCALE (Â…“ SIZE) – 15.5CM HIGH

 
LITERATURE

MODERN MAN ‘HOMO SAPIENS SAPIENS’ DEVELOPED SLOWLY OVER MILLIONS OF YEARS IN FIVE STAGES WITHIN THE
FAMILY OF APES AND MAN THAT IS CALLED HOMINIDAE. OUR FIRST TRUE ANCESTORS PROBABLY CAME FROM AFRICA AND

SPREAD INTO INDIA, CHINA AND GREECE. MODERN DATING TECHNIQUES ON FOUND REMAINS INDICATE THEIR AGE IS
BETWEEN 12 AND 14 MILLION YEARS. 

THE EARLIEST ‘HOMO’ WHO WALKED FULLY ERECT AND MADE THE FIRST TRUE TOOLS LIVED 2-3 MILLION YEARS AGO.
‘HOMO ERECTUS’ SEEMED TO HAVE LIVED BETWEEN A HALF AND 1 MILLION YEARS AGO AND HE KNEW ABOUT FIRE, MADE
STONE TOOLS, HUNTED AND LIVED IN GROUPS AND IS OUR IMMEDIATE ANCESTOR. REMAINS OF THE OLDEST FORMS OF

‘HOMO SAPIENS’, WHO ARE RELATED TO ‘HOMO ERECTUS’ HAVE BEEN FOUND IN MANY DIFFERENT PARTS OF THE
WORLD AND ARE OF VARIOUS AGES. THEIR CLASSIFICATION IS NEITHER UNIFORM, NOR COMPLETE AND THERE ARE

SEVERAL SUB-SPECIES ONE OF WHICH IS NEANDERTHAL MAN ‘HOME SAPIENS NEANDERTHALENSIS’. THE BEST KNOWN
OF AN EARLIER INDEPENDENT SPECIES HE IS THOUGHT TODAY TO BE AN EXTINCT FORM OF ‘HOMO SAPIENS’. ABOUT

40’000 YEARS AGO MODERN MAN ‘HOMO SAPIENS SAPIENS’ APPEARED AND ALL THE OTHER SUB-SPECIES DISAPPEARED.
AT THE END OF THE 19TH CENTURY A GREAT DEAL OF INTEREST WAS GIVEN TO THE ORIGINS OF MAN, TO

PALAEONTOLOGY AND TO ANTHROPOLOGY AND THE SCIENCE OF EUGENICS BECAME A POPULAR STUDY. THIS SCIENCE
DEALT WITH THE FACTORS THAT INFLUENCED THE HEREDITARY QUALITIES OF THE DIFFERENT RACES OF MAN AND THE

WAYS OF IMPROVING THESE QUALITIES. IT IS PROBABLE THAT THIS CARVED IVORY MODEL MAY HAVE BEEN USED TO
DISPLAY AND SHOW THE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN, AND THE DEVELOPMENT OF, THE HUMAN SPECIES.

 


