
ANTIQUE NARWHAL TUSK ‘MONODON MONOCEROS’
AN ANTIQUE NARWHAL TUSK ‘MONODON MONOCEROS’
FINE SMOOTH PATINA, AND MELLOW GOLDEN COLOUR 

EARLY 19TH CENTURY



SIZE: 203.5CM LONG – 80¼ INS LONG
SEE: FINCH & CO CATALOGUE NO. 3, ITEM NO. 40, CATALOGUE NO. 7, ITEM NO. 129, CATALOGUE NO. 13, ITEM NO. 123, FOR

OTHER EXAMPLES

 
LITERATURE

THE TWISTED SPEAR OF THE NARWHAL WAS FOR LONG BELIEVED TO HAVE GROWN ON THE BROW OF A GLORIOUS,
VIRTUOUS AND BEAUTIFUL BEAST KNOWN AS THE UNICORN. THE HORN WAS THEREFORE POSSESSED OF POWERFUL
MAGICAL PROPERTIES AND IN RENAISSANCE EUROPE BECAME THE CHIEF DETECTOR OF THE PRESENCE OF POISON.

OPINIONS VARIED CONCERNING THE MODE OF ITS OPERATION AND THE CAUSES OF ITS POWER, BUT THAT POWER
ITSELF WAS VERY SELDOM QUESTIONED.

UPON DETECTING POISON THE HORN WOULD ‘SWEAT’ AND BECOME CLAMMY TO THE TOUCH. THUS THE HORN OF A
NARWHAL WAS OFTEN SIMPLY LAID UPON THE TABLE DURING A COURTLY FEAST OR BANQUET SO THAT ANY CHANGE IN

ITS APPEARANCE MIGHT INSTANTLY BE SEEN.

 


