
ANGLO-INDIAN CARVED BOXWOOD WALKING CANE OR STAFF
AN UNUSUAL ANGLO-INDIAN CARVED BOXWOOD WALKING CANE OR STAFF WITH ARTICULATED ARMS DEPICTING A

GURKHA OF THE BRITISH INDIAN ARMY
HOLDING A SWAGGER STICK WEARING A HORN CAP, HIS EYES INLAID WITH LEAD AND HORN, HIS CURVED BODY WITH

BARE FEET STANDING ON THE HEAD OF A SNAKE PROTRUDING FROM ACANTHUS LEAVES. THE SNAKE’S BODY TWISTED
ALONG AND AROUND THE SHAFT

EARLY 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 89CM LONG – 35 INS LONG

 
LITERATURE

FROM THE 1760’S IN BENGAL AND FROM THE 1790’S IN THE HILLS OF THE MALABAR REGION IN THE SOUTH, THE BRITISH
RECRUITED HILL-MEN AND ‘TRIBALS’ TO THEIR COLOURS. WARRIORS OF THIS SORT PROVIDED SKILLS AND KNOWLEDGE

OF A DIFFERENT KIND FROM THOSE OF PEASANT SOLDIERS. THEY HELPED CONTROL HILL PASSES AND TO FIGHT IN
DIFFICULT TERRAIN. BY BUILDING UP INTEREST IN THE HILL COMMUNITIES THE EAST INDIA COMPANY ALSO HELPED TO

RESTRAIN THEM FROM PLUNDER AND TIED THEM INTO THE WIDER BRITISH-INDIAN ECONOMY.
AS THEY EXPANDED INTO NORTH INDIA THE BRITISH CAME INTO CONTACT AND CONFLICT WITH THE GURKHA HILL

WARRIORS WHO INHABITED WHAT IS NOW NEPAL, AND WHO HAD CONTROL OF ADJOINING PARTS OF THE HILL REGION.
THE BRITISH LEARNED TO RESPECT THEIR FIGHTING QUALITIES DURING THE ANGLO-NEPAL WAR OF 1814-16. AFTER
PEACE HAD BEEN RESTORED INCREASING NUMBERS OF GURKHAS WERE RECRUITED TO BRITISH FORCES, FIRST AS

IRREGULAR ‘HILL’ UNITS AND LATER INTO THE CORE OF THE ARMY. AS TIME WENT ON THEIR DRESS WAS STANDARDISED
AND THEIR SERVICE IN THE ARMY MADE THEM MORE HOMOGENOUS, NOT ONLY IN DRESS AND DEPORTMENT, BUT EVEN

IN RELIGIOUS OBSERVATION.

 


