Finch & C°

COLLECTION OF HGHTY FOUR WEST AFRICAN ASANTE GOLD WHGHTS

ALARGE COLLECTION OF EIGHTY FOUR WEST AFRICAN ASANTE GOLD WEIGHTS ‘VMRAVMMUO
INCLUDING; FIGURES ROYAL SHOES AND SWORDS MATCHLOCK GUNS SHIELDS BELLS FRUIT BIRDS GOOD LUCK
CHARMS ‘SUMAN’ AND FLAT WEIGHTS DECORATED WITH RITUALISED SYMBOLS SUCH AS THE SWASTIKA SAID TO
REPRESENT THE HAND OF THE COLOBUS MONKEY AND ACAST BRASS BOXFOR CARRYING GOLD DUST AND NUGGETS
LATE 19TH CENTURY
SIZES: APPROX: 1CMX0.5CM (MN) — 4 INS X 1A,8 INS (MN)
11CMLONG (MAX) — 47 INS LONG (MAX)
3.5CMHIGH, 9.5CMWIDE, 4.5CMDEEP — 1% INS HIGH, 3% INS WIDE, 1% INS DEEP (BOX)

LITERATURE

THE WEST AFRICAN ASANTE USED THESE LITTLE WEIGHTS FOR MEASURING GOLD DUST AND NUGGETS THAT HAD BEEN
HACKED OUT BY SLAVES OF THE GOLD BEARING ROCK THAT EVERYWHERE SURROUNDED THEM THE GOLDSMITHS
WERE OF GREAT IMPORTANCE TO THE KING AND HIS COURT AND WORKED IN THE ROYAL COMPOUNDS. THEY CLAMED
DESCENT FROMFUSU KWABI, THE FIRST MEMBER OF THEIR TRADE WHO WAS REPUTED TO HAVE COMVE DOWN FROM
HEAVEN OVER 400 YEARS PREMIOUSLY TO TEACH MEN TO CAST GOLD. ONLY THEY WERE ALLOWED TO MAKE THE
ELABORATE GOLD ORNAVENTS AND OBJECTS FOR ROYAL PERSONAGES AND TO CAST THE LITTLE WEIGHTS AND BOXES
USED BY ROYALTY.

CERTAINLY NO WEALTHY ASANTE COULD BE EXPECTED TO CARRY HIS OWN GOLD AND ABEARER ALWAYS
ACCOMPANIED HIMON EXPEDITIONS FROMHIS OWN COMPOUND CARRYING THE BOXOF GOLD DUST, ASET OF WEIGHTS
AND ASMALL PAIR OF SCALES IN ORDER TO PAY FOR HIS MASTER'S PURCHASES IN THE PURE SOFT GOLD OF THE
REALM THE NAI"VE CHARM OF THESE NATURALISTIC OR GEOMETRIC WEIGHTS CAST OF BRASS HAS MADE THEMA
UNIQUE ART FORM



