Finch & C°

FRENCH PORTABLE DEVOTIONAL RELIQUARY SHRINE

ASMALL FRENCH PORTABLE DEVOTIONAL RELIQUARY SHRINE CONTAINING THE BONES OF FIVE SAINTS, THE FINGER
BONE OF ST MCHEL ON THE TOP AND BONE FRAGVENTS OF ST LUPICIN (LUPICINUS), ST CLAUDE, ST POTHIN AND ST
OYENT (ST OYEND)

ARRANGED IN ALCOVES TO THE SIDES
FOUND IN 1820 BEHIND THE ALTAR OF SAINT GERMAIN D’AUXERRE WHILST RENOVATIONS WERE TAKING PLACE. CASKET
RESTORED IN THE 19TH CENTURY
16TH CENTURY
SIZE: 5.5CMHIGH, 8. 5CMWIDE, 4CMDEEP — 2% INS HIGH, 374 INS WIDE, 1% INS DEEP

LITERATURE

THE PURPOSE OF THESE SMALL DEVOTIONAL AIDS WAS TO PROVIDE APATH FOR THE FATHFUL TO SPIRITUAL
COMMUNION WITH CHRIST WHILST REMEMBERING THE DEEDS OF THE SAINTS CONTAINED IN THE RELIQUARY. THEY
COULD ALSO BE USED AS AN EFFECTIVE WAY OF GAINING ASAINT S INTERCESSION. THE ARCHANGEL ST MCHEL'S
INTERCESSION ON BEHALF OF MAN IS SAID TO BE SO POWERFUL THAT SOULS CAN EVEN BE RESCUED FROMHELL. THE
BROTHERS ST LUPICINUS AND ST ROMANUS WERE THE HOLY FOUNDERS OF THE ABBEY CONDATE SITUATED IN THE
FRANCHE-COMTE WHERE THEY WERE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE EDUCATION OF THE YOUNG ST OYEND FROM THE AGE OF
SEVEN. IN TURN ST OYEND BECAVME ABBOT OF CONDATE AND HIS RELICS PLACED IN ATOMB. HE IS KNOWN IN ENGLISH
AS SAINT EUGENDUS AND HIS REMAINS WHEN FOUND TO BE INTACT IN THE 12TH CENTURY WERE REMOVED TO ST
PETERS IN ROME. WHEN HE DIED AT THE AGE OF 92 IN 699AD, THE ABBEY OF CONDATE WAS RENAVED IN HIS HONOUR
AND REMAINED THE ABBEY OF SAINT OYEND UNTIL THE 13TH CENTURY WHEN IT WAS AGAIN RENAVED ST CLAUDE. THE
ABBEY, NEAR GENEVAON MOUNT JURA, IS STILL CALLED ST CLAUDE AND HIS SHRINE IS ACELEBRATED PLACE OF
PILGRIMAGE TO THIS DAY.

SAINT POTHIN, OR IN ENGLISH POTHINUS, WAS MARTYRED DURING PERSECUTIONS BY THE ROMAN EMPEROR MARCUS
AURELIUS ALONG WITH ALEXANDER, ATTALUS, SANCTIUS AND OTHERS. THEY WERE ALL KILLED BY WILD BEASTS IN A
ROMAN AMPHITHEATRE.



