Finch & C°

CYPRIOT LIMESTONE HEAD OF ‘KORE OR PERSEPHONE QUEEN

AN ARCHAIC CYPRIQOT LIMESTONE HEAD OF ‘KORE’ OR PERSEPHONE QUEEN OF THE UNDERWORLD WEARING A
CONICAL HEADDRESS PARTED IN THE CENTRE TO SHOW AN ELABORATE HAIRSTYLE AND WITH LARGE DISC EARRINGS
6TH CENTURYBC
SIZE: 10CMHIGH, 6CMWIDE, 6CM DEEP — 4 INS HIGH, 2% INS WIDE, 2%4 INS DEEP (HEAD)
16CMHIGH — 674 INS HIGH (INCLUDING BASE)

LITERATURE

PERSEPHONE WAS THE DAUGHTER OF DEMETER THE ANCIENT GODDESS OF THE EARTH AND OF THE BOUNTY OF THE
SOIL. SHE WAS KNOWN AS KORE, MEANING ‘MAIDEN’ AND KIDNAPPED BY HADES, BECAVE QUEEN OF THE UNDERWORLD.
THE SMLING FACE AND THE NEAT RENDERING OF THE HAR INDICATE THAT THIS HEAD IS FROM THE SECOND HALF OF
THE 6TH CENTURY BC; THE LAST PHASE OF HUMAN REPRESENTATION IN THE ANCIENT ART OF CYPRUS. THE ARTISTIC
STYLISATION AND SCHEMATIZATION TYPICAL OF THE EARLIER EPOCHS BECAVE MORE NATURALISTIC AND REALISTIC IN
STYLE WITH THE ARRIVAL OF THE GREEKS AND LATER THE ROMANS.



