
RARE HUNTING AMULET MADE FROM AN OTTERS PENIS BONE WITH GOLD MOUNTS
A RARE HUNTING AMULET MADE FROM AN OTTERS PENIS BONE WITH GOLD MOUNTS

CIRCA 1860 – 80
SIZE: 6.5CM WIDE – 2½ INS WIDE

 
LITERATURE

OTTERS WERE HUNTED HISTORICALLY FOR THEIR PELTS, BUT ARE NOW PROTECTED ALMOST EVERYWHERE
THROUGHOUT EUROPE. EXCELLENT SWIMMERS AND DIVERS THEY WERE ONCE THOUGHT TO BE A MAJOR THREAT TO

SALMON AND TROUT FISH STOCKS, BUT THEY ALSO EAT WATER BIRDS, FROGS, CRUSTACEANS SUCH AS CRAYFISH AND
EVEN MUSKRATS.

HUNTING OTTERS WAS THOUGHT TO BE VERY DIFFICULT AS THEY ARE NOCTURNAL AND EQUALLY AT HOME IN THE
WATER AND ON LAND. THIS BROOCH WOULD HAVE SERVED TO BRING THE HUNTER LUCK AND SUCCESS WITH HIS

PARTICULAR CHOSEN PREY.

 


