
CELTIC IRISH SILVER TORC
AN EARLY CELTIC IRISH SILVER TORC FOUND IN 1778 WEST OF CARROWMORE LOUGHREA IRELAND

CIRCA 800 – 600BC – LATE BRONZE AGE
SIZE: APPROX: 18CM HIGH, 18.5CM WIDE – 7 INS HIGH, 7¼ INS WIDE

 
LITERATURE

STRABO, USING THE WORK OF POSIDONIUS OF THE 11TH CENTURY BC, WROTE OF THE CELTS ‘TO THE FRANKNESS AND
HIGH-SPIRITEDNESS OF THEIR TEMPERAMENT MUST BE ADDED THE TRAITS OF CHILDISH BOASTFULNESS AND LOVE OF

DECORATION. THEY WEAR ORNAMENTS OF GOLD AND SILVER, TORCS ON THEIR NECKS, AND BRACELETS ON THEIR
ARMS AND WRISTS, WHILE PEOPLE OF HIGH RANK WEAR DYED GARMENTS BESPRINKLED WITH GOLD’.

THE TORC OR ‘SACRED RING’ WAS A METAL NECK RING IN GOLD, SILVER, BRONZE OR SOMETIMES ELECTRUM WHICH
CURVED TO FIT CLOSELY AROUND THE NECK. THEY WERE ALSO WORN BY THE PEOPLES OF THE BRONZE AGE AS WELL

AS OF THE LATER IRON AGE. THIS DESIGN OF TORC IS KNOWN AS THE TARA TYPE AND IS FOUND IN IRELAND, BRITAIN
AND NORTHERN FRANCE. ALTHOUGH IT IS GENERALLY HELD THAT ALL THOSE FOUND OUTSIDE IRELAND WERE

EXPORTED FROM THERE. THEY WERE NOT ONLY USED FOR ADORNMENT, BUT ALSO AS A SPECIAL PURPOSE CURRENCY
FOR SPECIFIC KINDS OF CONTRACTS AND TRANSACTIONS. LATER ON THEY WERE USED AS VOTIVE OFFERINGS TO THE

GODS BEING PLACED AS DELIBERATE DEPOSITS SOMETIMES IN LAKES OR MARSHES. THE POSSESSING OF TORCS,
PARTICULARLY THOSE OF GOLD AND SILVER, PROBABLY OCCURRED WITHIN THE CONTEXT OF THEIR CONTROL AND

EXCHANGE BY A SMALL POWERFUL ELITE OF HIGH-RANKING INDIVIDUALS.

 


