Finch & C°

CASED SPECIMEN OF A GLOBE OR SPINY PUFFER ASH

ACURIOUS AND UNUSUAL ANTIQUE CASED SPECIMEN OF AGLOBE OR SPINY PUFFER FISH
WITH AN OLD LABEL TO THE INTERIOR STATING: THE GLOBE FISH, OR SEA-HEDGEHOG.

THE PORCUPINE GLOBE FISH (DIODON HYSTRIX), SOVETIMES TWO FEET IN LENGTH, IS REMARKABLE IN BEING COVERED
WITH SPINES, HENCE OFTEN CALLED THE ‘SEAHEDGEHOG . NORMALLY IT HAS ARATHER ELONGATED CYLINDRICAL
BODY, WITH ADISTINCT AND WELL-DEVELOPED TAIL-FIN, AND ASCALELESS SKIN WELL ARMED WITH STOUT SPINES OF
VARIABLE LENGTH. FOR PURPOSES OF DEFENCE, APORTION OF THE OESOPHAGUS IS HIGHLY DISTENSIBLE AND
CAPABLE OF BEING INFLATED WITH AR. AFTER SWALLOWING AIR THE WHOLE ANIMAL IS BLOWN OUT LIKE ABALLOON,
AND AS ACONSEQUENCE THE SPINES STAND OUT AT RIGHT ANGLES FROM THE TENSE SKIN. IN THIS CONDITION IT
FLOATS BACK DOWNWARDS AND IS PERFECTLY HELPLESS BUT AT THE SAVE TIME SAFE FROMALL ATTACK. TORETURN
TOITS NORMAL CONDITION THE AR IS EXPELLED, WITH ALOUD HISSING NOISE, FROM THE OESOPHAGUS THROUGH THE
MOUTH AND GILL OPENINGS!

LATE 19TH — EARLY 20TH CENTURY
SIZE: 39CMHIGH, 42.5CMWIDE, 27CMDEEP — 15%4 INS HIGH, 16% INS WIDE, 10%2 DEEP

LITERATURE

NOWKNOWN BY THE SCIENTIFIC NAVE ‘DIODON HOLOCANTHUS', THE SPINY PUFFER FISH ARE REEF DWELLERS LIMNG
IN TROPICAL AND SUBTROPICAL WATERS. THEIR POWERFUL JAWS ARMED WITH FUSED TEETH ENABLE THEMTO CRACK
THE SHELLS AND SKELETONS OF MANY MARINE INVERTEBRATES. HOWEVER, WHEN THREATENED, PUFFER FISH
ENLARGE THEMSELVES BY GULPING WATER AND ONCE DISTENDED THEY CAN BARELY MOVE HINDERING THEIR ABILITY
TO SWIM, BUT THEIR SPINES MAKE THEMPRACTICALLY IMPOSSIBLE TO ATTACK.



