
RARE AMERICAN WHALE-TOOTH AND BALEEN LETTER OPENER
AN AMERICAN WHALE-TOOTH AND BALEEN PAPER KNIFE INSCRIBED ‘CAPTN J.ADAMS WHALER EMMA NEW YORK’ THE

TOOTH INLAID WITH BALEEN AND MOTHER OF PEARL, THE SERRATED BLADE MADE OF BALEEN PIERCED WITH AN OPEN
CROSS 

FINE PATINA AND CONDITION
LATE19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 28CM LONG – 11 INS LONG

 
LITERATURE

IN THE ARCHIVES OF THE AMERICAN NEW BEDFORD, MASSACHUSETTS, WHALING MUSEUM THERE IS A LOGBOOK FOR
THE WHALING SHIP ‘EMMA C JONES’ (ACTIVE 1875 TO 1879) WHICH WAS PART OWNED BY EDWARD COFFIN JONES. HE
WAS AN AGENT FOR AND PART OWNER OF NUMEROUS WHALING VESSELS ON THE EAST COAST OF AMERICA. HIS WIFE
EMMA CHAMBERS JONES BORE HIM FOUR CHILDREN, THREE OF WHOM SURVIVED TO MATURITY. SHE WAS PHYSICALLY
VERY FRAIL AND SPENT MOST OF HER LIFE UNDER THE CARE OF DOCTORS BOTH IN LITCHFIELD, CONNECTICUT AND IN

NEW YORK CITY WHERE SHE LIVED IN AN APARTMENT HOUSE. HER DIARIES SPAN THE YEARS 1876 TO 1909 AND
DESCRIBE HER CULTURAL AND SOCIAL ACTIVITIES IN NEW YORK CITY, HER FRIENDSHIP WITH THE NEW BEDFORD

ARTIST ROBERT SWAIN GIFFORD (1840 – 1905) AND HER TRAVELS TO EUROPE.

 


