Finch & C°

CARVED IVORY BUST OF MAHATMA GANDHI

AVERY FINE CARVED IVORY BUST OF MAHATMA GANDHI (MOHANDAS KARAMCHAND GANDHI) (1869 BORN, PORBANDAR,
KATHIAWAR AGENCY, BRITISH INDIA— ASSASSINATED 1948 (BURIED RAJGHAT, NEW DELHI, INDIA))
THE BUST RAISED ON AN OCTAGONAL CARVED INDIAN ROSEWOOD, (DALBERGIA LATIFOLIA) BASE
HIS SPECTACLES CARVED FROMTHE SAMVE PIECE OF IVORY AS THE BUST
CIRCA 1930
SIZE: 19 CMHIGH — 772 INS HIGH / 474 INS HIGH —11CMHIGH (BUST)

LITERATURE

GANDHI WILL ALWAYS BE REMEMBERED AS AMAN OF THE PEOPLE WHO SYMPATHISED WITH AND ROUSED THE MASSES,
BUT HIS ORIGINS WERE PRIMLEGED. HE CAVE FROMAMERCHANT CASTE FAMILY IN GUJARAT, WESTERN INDIAWHERE
HIS FATHER HAD BECOME ‘DIWAN’ OR CHIEF MINISTER OF THE SMALL STATE OF PURBANDHAR. HE WENT TO LONDON TO
PURSUE HIS LEGAL STUDIES AND BECAVE AMEMBER OF THE INNER TEMPLE. HE DRESSED IN WESTERN CLOTHES AND
BECAME INVOLVED IN VARIOUS POLITICAL AND SOCIAL GROUPS. PRACTISING LAW IN SOUTH AFRICAHE CHAVPIONED
THE CAUSE OF THE INDIAN INDENTURED LABOURERS WHO HAD SETTLED THERE, ADING THEMIN THEIR CAVPAIGNS
AGAINST LOCAL LEGISLATION, WHICH DENIED THEMORDINARY FREEDOMS.

IN 1915 GANDHI RETURNED TO INDIAAND TOOK UP THE HOME RULE AGITATION. HOWEVER, HE BECAVE MORE THAN
SIMPLY APOLITICAL LEADER. HE PREACHED SELF-CONTROL, ASIMPLE LIFESTYLE AND THE NEED TO DEVELOP INNER
‘SOUL-FORCE’ BEFORE CLEANSING THE NATION. THE VISIBLE SYMBOL OF THIS SIMPLICITY AND SELF-CONTROL WAS THE
PRACTICE OF SPINNING. HIS DRESS AND DEPORTMENT MARKED THE EMERGENCE OF HIS SENSE OF NATIONAL DESTINY
AND THE ESSENCE OF ‘INDIANNESS’. ALTHOUGH HE ORIGINALLY ADOPTED THE TRADITIONAL TURBAN OF THE GUJARATI
BANIAOR MERCHANT CASTE HE SOON CAVE TO FEEL THAT EMPHASIS ON CASTE DISTINCTION WAS AS DANGEROUS TO
NATIONAL INTEGRATION AS UNTHINKING WESTERNIZATION. HE THEREFORE ADOPTED THE CAP WHICH CAVE TOBE
KNOVWN AS THE ‘GANDHI CAP* AND WHICH WAS THE TYPICAL HEADGEAR OF PEOPLE THROUGHOUT GUJARAT



REGARDLESS OF CASTE. HOWEVER AS TIME WENT ON HE ABANDONED EVEN THE CAP, BECOMNG AVIRTUAL POLITICAL
‘SANYASI AND DRESSING AS AWANDERING ASCETIC. THIS PROVOKED CHURCHILL'S DESCRIPTION OF GANDHI AS A
‘SEDITIOUS FAKHIR’



