Finch & C°

ARCTIC BERING SEA YUPIK ESKIMO CARVED WALRUS IVORY DRILL SHAFT OR WEDGE

AN ARCTIC BERING SEA YUPIK ESKIMO CARVED WALRUS IVORY DRILL SHAFT OR WEDGE WITH PICTOGRAPHS DEPICTING
AWALRUS HUNT
LATE 18TH CENTURY — EARLY 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 52CMWIDE — 20%2 INS WIDE

LITERATURE

PICTOGRAPHS OR MINIATURE ENGRAVINGS ON IVORY OR BONE WERE PRODUCED COMBINING UNUSUAL TECHNIQUE
AND ARTISTRY TO PORTRAY SCENES FROMAVAST AND STARK ENVIRONMENT. THEY ARE UNIQUE TO ESKIMO CULTURE.
CONSISTING OF SMALL SILHOUETTES PICKED OUT IN BLACK (MADE FROM OIL AND SOOT) THEY REPRESENT FOUR MEN

IN ASKIN BOAT HUNTING WALRUS, WITH OTHER WALRUS IN THE SEAAND TOGETHER WITH SEALS ON AN ICE FLOE, A

BIRD FLYING ABOVE.

WEDGES ARE USED FOR MAKING WOOD SPLINTS AND FOR SEPARATING BLOCKS OF SNOW, BUT THIS MAY ALSO HAVE
BEEN USED AS ADRILL SHAFT WITH AHIDE STRAP THAT HAD HANDLES ON EITHER END TO ROTATE THE SHAFT. THE
DRILL SHAFT IS USED BY THE ESKIMO PEOPLES SOUTH OF NORTON SOUND TO MAKE HOLES OR CREATE A
CONMBUSTIBLE LEVEL OF HEAT FOR AFIRE. THE PEOPLES NORTH OF NORTON SOUND TRADITIONALLY USE ABOWDRILL,
FOR THESE TASKS.

AFTER 1848 WHEN THE FIRST AVERICAN WHALING VESSEL PASSED THROUGH THE BERING STRAIT THESE ENGRAVINGS
BECAME VERY POPULAR WITH THE SHIPS CREWS. THEY BEGAN TO DEPICT SAILING SHIPS AND FIREARMS AND BECAVE
MORE HEAVILY AND THICKLY WORKED, SOMETIMES WITH ANIMALS AND LANDSCAPES IN PERSPECTIVE WITH DELICATE

SHADING. IN THE LATE 19TH CENTURY THE WHOLE TUSK WOULD BE COVERED AND OFTEN MADE INTO OBJECTS SUCH

AS CRIBBAGE BOARDS IN ORDER TO SUIT EUROPEAN TASTE.



