
AMERICAN SAILORS SCRIMSHAW WHALEBONE STAY-BUSK
AN AMERICAN SAILORS SCRIMSHAW WHALEBONE STAY-BUSK INCISED WITH INTERESTING SCENES OF A SPERM WHALE

HUNT IN PROGRESS, RED BLOOD SPOUTING FROM THE WHALE, A WHALE SHIP AT ANCHOR OFF THE SHORE OF A PACIFIC
ISLAND, PERHAPS TAHITI, WITH COCONUT PALMS AND NATIVES ON THE BEACH. A FIGURE OF LIBERTY STANDING BESIDE
A SHIELD AND ANCHOR FLYING THE STARS AND STRIPES, THE NAME BARON TO THE CENTRE BORDERED BY A PATRIOTIC

SHIELD AND HEART BOTH WITH ROSE SPRIGS, THE SCALLOPED END WITH ANOTHER SHIP IN FULL SAIL
TRACES OF ORIGINAL POLYCHROME THROUGHOUT FINE COLOUR AND AGED PATINA

MID 19TH CENTURY 
SIZE: 32CM LONG, 3CM WIDE – 12½ INS LONG, 1¼ INS WIDE

 
LITERATURE

IT WAS THE YANKEE WHALERS WHO FIRST GAVE THE ART OF ENGRAVING WHALE BONE AND IVORY THE NAME OF
‘SCRIMSHAW’ AND IT WAS THE PUBLICATION OF HERMAN MELVILLE’S ‘MOBY DICK’ IN 1851 WHICH BROUGHT THE FOLK

ART INTO THE LITERARY DOMAIN AND MADE ITS EXISTENCE KNOWN TO A WIDE READING PUBLIC ON BOTH SIDES OF THE
ATLANTIC. MELVILLE USED THE FORM ‘SKRIMSHANDER’ TO DESCRIBE THE ‘LIVELY SKETCHES OF WHALES AND WHALING

SCENES, GRAVEN BY FISHERMEN THEMSELVES ON SPERM WHALE TEETH OR LADIES’ BUSKS WROUGHT OUT OF THE
RIGHT WHALEBONE, AND OTHER LIKE SKRIMSHANDER ARTICLES, AS THE WHALEMEN CALL THE NUMEROUS LITTLE
INGENIOUS CONTRIVANCES THEY ELABORATELY CARVE OUT OF THE ROUGH MATERIAL IN THEIR HOURS OF OCEAN

LEISURE’ (CHAPTER 57).

 


