
ANCIENT ROMAN BRONZE FURNITURE MOUNT
AN UNUSUAL ANCIENT ROMAN BRONZE FURNITURE MOUNT CAST IN THE FORM OF AN UPRIGHT THUMB, PROBABLY FROM

A ‘KLINAI’ OR BANQUETING COUCH
1ST – 2ND CENTURY AD

SIZE: 8.5CM HIGH, 6CM WIDE, 4.5CM DEEP – 3¼ INS HIGH, 2¼ INS WIDE, 1¾ INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

COUCHES MADE OF WOOD WITH BRONZE MOUNTS WERE USED IN CLASSICAL TIMES FOR SLEEPING, READING AND
WRITING AS WELL AS FOR DINING AND THE ENTERTAINING OF GUESTS. THIS WAS DONE IN A RECLINING POSITION WITH
THE LEFT ARM LEANING ON CUSHIONS AND WAS A CUSTOM ADOPTED FROM ANCIENT GREECE. THIS BRONZE MOUNT

WOULD PROBABLY HAVE BEEN APPLIED TO THE UPPER END OF A CURVED ARM REST CALLED A ‘FULCRUM’, THE THUMB
PERHAPS A VOTIVE REFERENCE TO DIONYSUS, THE GOD OF WINE AND GOOD LIVING. IT MAY HAVE BEEN USED AS A

CONVENIENT HOOK FOR CLOTHING OR WEAPONRY.

 


