Finch & C°

ANCIENT ROMAN TWO COLOURED MARBLE FRAGMENT OF EUROPA SEATED ASTRIDE A BULL

AN ANCIENT ROMAN TWO COLOURED MARBLE FRAGVENT OF EUROPA SEATED ASTRIDE ABULL FOLDS OF DRAPERY
AROUND HER WAIST TAPERING TOWARDS HER FEET
1ST CENTURY AD
SIZE: 8.5CMHIGH, 15CMWIDE, 7CMDEEP — 3% INS HIGH, 6 INS WIDE, 2%, INS DEEP
13.5CMHIGH — 5% HIGH (INCLUDING BASE)

LITERATURE

IN GREEK MYTHOLOGY, EUROPAWAS THE DAUGHTER OF AGENOR, KING OF TYRE WHO WAS THE OFFSPRING OF LIBYA
AND POSEIDON. WHEN AYOUNG GIRL, ZEUS, DISGUISED AS AWHITE BULL, SWAMTO CRETE WITH HER ON HIS BACK AND
THERE SHE BORE HIMTHREE SONS. THE NAVE EUROPARELATES TO THE SEMTIC VERB ‘TO SET’, AND SHE WAS
BELIEVED TO BE THE GODDESS OF THE NIGHT AS SHE WAS CARRIED FAR AWAY WESTWARD INTO THE SETTING SUN. TO
THE ANCIENT ROMANS, HALF SITTING, HALF RECLINING ON THE BACK OF THE WHITE BULL, EUROPAWAS ASYMBOLIC
REPRESENTATION OF BLISSFUL AFTERLIFE.



