
AUSTRALIAN NEW SOUTH WALES ABORIGINAL PARRYING SHIELD
A RARE AND UNUSUAL AUSTRALIAN NEW SOUTH WALES ABORIGINAL PARRYING SHIELD OF WEDGE SHAPE. WOOD

DECORATED WITH WHITE PIPE CLAY. FINE OLD SMOOTH SHINY PATINA
19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 77CM LONG – 30¼ INS LONG

 
LITERATURE

THIS UNUSUAL WEDGE SHAPED PARRYING SHIELD WAS USED FOR WARDING OFF CLUBS AND SPEARS IN CLOSE
COMBAT. IT COMES FROM THE DARLING RIVER OR MURRUMBIDGEE RIVER REGION OF NEW SOUTH WALES. THE INCISED
ABSTRACT DECORATION, ENGRAVED WITH A FINE POSSUM TOOTH, COVERS BOTH SIDES OF THE SHIELD AND HAS BEEN

ENHANCED BY RUBBING WHITE PIPE CLAY INTO THE GROOVES.
THE OLD SHINY PATINA ON THE SHIELD SUGGESTS THAT IT MAY HAVE SOME CONSIDERABLE AGE, WHICH WOULD BE
CONSISTENT WITH THE FACT THAT BY 1850 MOST OF SOUTH-EASTERN AUSTRALIA WAS UNDER EUROPEAN CONTROL

AND NEARLY ALL OF THE ABORIGINAL GROUPS HAD BEEN DISPLACED AND DISPOSSESSED OF THEIR LAND. AS A RESULT
THERE IS LITTLE ABORIGINAL MATERIAL FROM THE FIRST HALF OF THE 19TH CENTURY FROM THIS AREA TO BE FOUND.

 


