
HOARD OF 13 EARLY CELTIC IRON AGE NORTHERN GAUL BRONZE SOCKETED AXE HEADS
A RARE HOARD OF 13 EARLY CELTIC IRON AGE NORTHERN GAUL BRONZE SOCKETED AXE HEADS

FOUND IN LONGRAVE, CAEN, FRANCE IN 1929 DURING THE CLEARING OF A FOREST
CIRCA 800 – 400BC

SIZE: APPROX: 7.5CM HIGH, 8CM WIDE, 3CM DEEP – 3 INS HIGH, 3¼ INS WIDE, 1 INS DEEP (EACH)

 
LITERATURE

THE CELTIC IRON AGE ROUGHLY DESCRIBES THE PERIOD FROM ABOUT 800BC UNTIL THE ROMAN CONQUEST OF
BRITAIN AND NORTHERN FRANCE AROUND AD43. IT WAS A TIME OF HUGE SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC CHANGE. IT

WITNESSED THE END OF THE BRONZE AGE CYCLE OF SUBSISTENCE FARMING AND THE BEGINNING OF A MORE COMPLEX
EUROPE, WHICH IN ALL ITS ESSENTIALS WAS TO CHANGE LITTLE UNTIL THE AGE OF EXPLORATION AND THE

CONQUERING OF THE OCEANS IN THE 16TH CENTURY.
DURING THE LATE BRONZE AND EARLY IRON AGES INDIVIDUALS OF HIGH STATUS MAINTAINED THEIR POSITION BY
CONTROLLING THE SUPPLY AND EXCHANGE OF COPPER ALLOY GOODS. IT IS BELIEVED THAT DEMAND FROM THE

MEDITERRANEAN STATES CREATED AN OVER STIMULATION OF BRONZE PRODUCTION IN BOTH BRITTANY AND BRITAIN
AND THAT THESE SURPLUSES SAW LARGE QUANTITIES OF THE ALLOY TAKEN FROM CIRCULATION AND BURIED IN THE

GROUND, OR THROWN INTO RIVERS AND MARSHES AS VOTIVE OFFERINGS. THE INCREASE OF THESE BURIED ‘HOARDS’
AT THIS TIME HAS BEEN EXPLAINED AS A SOCIO-RELIGIOUS MECHANISM TO REMOVE THE SURPLUS FROM CIRCULATION,

THUS INCREASING THE VALUE OF THE METAL AND THE STATUS OF ELITE INDIVIDUALS.

 


