Finch & C°

NIGERIAN YORUBA RITUAL EDAN OGBONI OF THE CLASSIC TRADITION

ANIGERIAN YORUBARITUAL EDAN OGBONI OF THE CLASSIC TRADITION, CAST OF ACOPPER ALLOY WITH TWO BIRDS,
ASCENDING HIS TORSO. HIS BEARD OF OPEN WORKED RINGLETS BENEATH AFINELY CAST ABSTRACT FACE
EARLY 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 17CMHIGH — 6% INS HIGH

LITERATURE

THE OGBONI SOCIETY IS ARELIGIOUS SECT FOUND THROUGHOUT YORUBA-LAND. ITS MAIN PURPOSE IS THE
VENERATION OF THE ANCESTORS AS FOUNDERS OF THE COMMUNITY AND AS THE OWNERS OF THE EARTH. AS THE
HEADS OF THE VARIOUS RELIGIOUS CULTS, AS WELL AS ARMY COMVANDERS, DISTRICT CHIEFS, COURT OFFICIALS AND
ENVOYS FROMTHE LOCAL KING ARE ALL MEMBERS OF THE OGBONI SOCIETY IT HAS CONSIDERABLE POLITICAL AND
SOCIAL INFLUENCE. THE SOCIETY ALSO ACTS AS ACOUNTERWEIGHT TO THE POWER OF KINGS AND IS PARTLY
RESPONSIBLE FOR THE ADMNISTRATION OF JUSTICE.

THESE FIGURES SYMBOLISE THE ORIGINAL FOUNDERS OF THE COMMUNITY AND THEREBY THE ANCESTORS OF AKING
OF ALOCAL TOWN OR CITY. THESE ANCESTORS SPEAK THROUGH THE OGBONI SOCIETY WHO KEEP ACONSTANT GUARD
OVER THE WELFARE AND UNITY OF THE PEOPLE. AS IT IS ALSO BELIEVED THAT CO-OPERATION BETWEEN THE SEXES IS
NECESSARY FOR THE WELFARE OF THE WHOLE COMMUNITY THESE FIGURES ARE USUALLY MADE IN PAIRS. THIS
EXAVPLE, OF GREAT ANTIQUITY, MUST HAVE ONCE HAD AFEMALE COUNTERPART.



