
ANGLO SAXON SANDSTONE FONT OF SQUARE BASE FORM
A RARE ANGLO SAXON SANDSTONE FONT OF SQUARE BASE FORM

8TH – 10TH CENTURY AD
SIZE: 32CM HIGH, 54CM SQUARE – 12½ INS HIGH, 21¼ INS SQUARE

 
LITERATURE

THIS FONT WAS IN THE PRIVATE COLLECTION OF A DEALER WHO LIVED NEAR BILDESTON, SUFFOLK UNTIL IT WAS
ACQUIRED BY M. PROVOST FOR HIS COLLECTION. IT HAD COME FROM THE CHURCHYARD OF BADLEY CHURCH NEAR

STOWMARKET, WHICH WAS DISBANDED AND TAKEN OUT OF REGULAR USE IN THE 1970’S. THE FONT HAD ALWAYS LAIN
OUTSIDE AND WAS PROBABLY PIERCED THROUGH THE SIDE IN THE 19TH CENTURY TO ENABLE IT TO BE USED FOR
DRAINAGE FROM THE CHURCH ROOF. EVENTUALLY MONEY HAD TO BE RAISED FOR REPAIRS TO THE FABRIC OF THE

BUILDING AND THE FONT WAS SOLD.
MANY OF THE CONQUERING NORMANS BUILT NEW CHURCHES OVER THE EARLIER ONES OF SAXON ORIGIN AND

FRAGMENTS OF THE ORIGINAL STONEWORK WERE OFTEN DISCOVERED DURING 19TH CENTURY VICTORIAN
RENOVATIONS HAVING BEEN USED AS RUBBLE FOR THE NORMAN FOUNDATIONS. IT IS POSSIBLE THAT THIS FONT WAS

FOUND IN THIS WAY AND PUT OUTSIDE FOR USE AS A DRAINAGE CHANNEL.
IN 731AD BEDE CONCLUDED HIS ‘ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY OF THE ENGLISH PEOPLE’, WHICH IS THE MOST

INFORMATIVE HISTORICAL NARRATIVE PRODUCED IN ENGLAND UNTIL AT LEAST THE 12TH CENTURY. HIS LIFE AND WORK
CONSTITUTE THE MOST IMPORTANT DOCUMENT OF THE HIGHLY DRAMATIC CULTURAL CHANGES THAT FOLLOWED THE

CONVERSION OF THE ANGLO SAXONS. THE NEW CHRISTIAN FAITH BROUGHT WITH IT THE BOOK AS A MEANS OF
COMMUNICATION AND AS AN OBJECT OF DEVOTED DECORATION, AND IMPORTANTLY IT BROUGHT BUILDING AND

CARVING IN STONE.

 


