
MEXICAN CARVED IVORY GENTLEMAN’S SCARF OR CRAVAT RING
AN INTERESTING MEXICAN CARVED IVORY GENTLEMAN’S SCARF OR CRAVAT RING DEPICTING THE MEXICAN COAT OF

ARMS WITH A GOLDEN EAGLE DEVOURING A SNAKE STANDING ON A NOPAL CACTUS BRANCH
CIRCA 1823 – 1864

SIZE: 2.5CM HIGH, 3CM WIDE, 2CM DEEP – 1 INS HIGH, 1¼ INS WIDE, ¾ INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

THIS PARTICULAR COAT OF ARMS WAS USED IN MEXICO BETWEEN 1823 AND 1864 AND WAS NEWLY DESIGNED BY JOSÉ
MARIANO TORREBLANCA TO CELEBRATE THE VICTORY OF THE REPUBLIC OF MEXICO. IN SPANISH THE GOLDEN EAGLE IS
KNOWN AS THE ‘ÁGUILA REAL’ LITERALLY MEANING ‘ROYAL EAGLE’ AND THIS BIRD IS ILLUSTRATED IN THE PRE-HISPANIC
MENDOZA CODEX WHICH DETAILS THE LEGEND OF THE FOUNDING OF MEXICO CITY THEN KNOWN AS THE AZTEC CAPITAL

OF TENOCHITLAN. THE AZTECS REFERRED TO THEMSELVES AS THE ‘PEOPLE OF THE SUN’ AND THE EAGLE WAS A
REPRESENTATION OF THEIR SUNGOD HUITZILOPOCHTU. BY THE EARLY 19TH CENTURY THIS FEARSOME EAGLE BECAME

CONSIDERED THE OFFICIAL BIRD OF MEXICO WITH THE SNAKE REPRESENTING THE STRUGGLE BETWEEN GOOD AND
EVIL, AND THIS COAT OF ARMS WAS USED ON ALL OFFICIAL DOCUMENTS, COINS, STAMPS AND SEALS.

 


