Finch & C°

TEXTILE PANEL OF ITALIAN SILK VELVET DAMASK DEPICTING A FANTASTICAL CHINOSERIE DHTY

AN INTERESTING TEXTILE PANEL OF ITALIAN SILK VELVET DAMASK DEPICTING AFANTASTICAL CHINOSERIE DEITY
IDENTICAL TO THOSE IN THE ‘VELVET ROOM AT DITCHLEY PARK OXFORDSHIRE
EARLY 18TH CENTURY
SIZE: 61CMHIGH, 61CMWIDE — 24 INS HIGH, 24 INS WIDE

LITERATURE

DITCHLEY PARK WAS BEGUN IN 1720 BY GEORGE LEE THE SECOND EARL OF LICHFIELD TO ADESIGN BY JAVES GIBBS
WITH THE HELP OF HENRY FLITCROFT AND WILLIAMKENT, AND WAS COMPLETED IN 1726. DITCHLEY IS EXCEPTIONAL
AVIONG EARLY GEORGIAN HOUSES IN ITS LACK OF VICTORIAN ALTERATION. THE “‘VELVET ROOM ONCE THE STATE
BEDROOM, ALUXURIOUS CABINET, IS FAMOUSLY ENTIRELY UPHOLSTERED IN ASTRIKING ROSE RED COLOURED ITALIAN
SILK VELVET WOVEN WITH AREPEATED DESIGN OF ACHINOSERIE BUDDHIST DEITY.

YEARS LATER IN 1933 NANCY LANCASTER, THE CELEBRATED ANGLO-AVERICAN INTERIOR DECORATOR AND HER
HUSBAND RONALD TREE BOUGHT DITCHLEY PARK, THE DECORATION OF WHICH EARNED HER THE REPUTATION OF
HAVING ‘“THE FINEST TASTE OF ALMOST ANYONE IN THE WORLD'. IT WAS THE VELVET ROOM THAT INSPIRED HER WITH
THE DESIGN AND COLOUR SCHEME FOR THE FURNITURE SHE HAD MADE FOR THE HOUSE. THEY ENTERTAINED ON A
LAVISH SCALE AND DURING THE SECOND WORLD WAR OFFERED THE HOUSE TO CHURCHILL FOR OCCASIONAL
WEEKENDS WHEN CHEQUERS WAS CONSIDERED UNSAFE.



