
SCOTTISH AMULETIC HUNTING ‘GRANDELN’
A SCOTTISH AMULETIC HUNTING ‘GRANDELN’ A RED STAG TOOTH SILVER AND GOLD LAPEL BROOCH WORKED WITH A

CLUSTER OF OAK LEAVES ON AN UPTURNED ‘LUCKY’ HORSESHOE
MARKED ‘M & S’ FOR MARSHALL & SONS OF EDINBURGH

CIRCA 1840 – 60
SIZE: 3.5CM HIGH, 3CM WIDE – 1½ INS HIGH, 1¼ INS WIDE

 
LITERATURE

THE GLEAMING VELVETY WHITE CANINE TEETH FROM THE UPPER JAW OF THE RED DEER ARE THE MARK OF A HUNTER’S
SUCCESS AND VALUED AS TROPHIES. OFTEN GIVEN AS LOVE TOKENS THEY WERE WORN NOT ONLY AS ADORNMENT,

BUT ALSO AS A TALISMAN GIVING PROTECTION FROM DANGER.
THEY ALSO HAVE A PARTICULAR SIGNIFICANCE AS AN ANCIENT EMBLEM OF FERTILITY FOR WHEN THE TWO BLUNT

CANINE TEETH ARE PLACED TOGETHER THEY BEAR AN UNMISTAKABLE LIKENESS TO FEMALE BREASTS. SACRED TO THE
ROMAN GODDESS DIANA AND THE GREEK GODDESS ARTEMIS THE STAG LATER BECAME PART OF THE CHRISTIAN
LEGEND OF ST HUBERT AND ST EUSTACE. THE PATRON SAINT OF HUNTING ST EUSTACE, A ROMAN GENERAL WAS

CONVERTED TO CHRISTIANITY WHEN THE CRUCIFIED CHRIST APPEARED TO HIM BETWEEN THE ANTLERS OF A STAG.
THE VISION OF THE STAG ALSO BECAME PART OF THE LEGEND OF ST HUBERT AND IS A SUBJECT MEDIEVAL AND

RENAISSANCE ARTISTS FREQUENTLY PORTRAYED.

 


