
TIBETAN BUDDHIST RITUAL VESSEL ‘KAPALA’
A TIBETAN BUDDHIST RITUAL VESSEL ‘KAPALA’ THE HUMAN CRANIUM MOUNTED WITH A SILVER BAND DECORATED WITH

FOUR SILVER SKULLS SET ON PANELS ETCHED WITH SCROLLING LEAVES AND STUDDED WITH TURQUOISE. THE
INTERIOR WITH A CENTRAL SILVER ROSETTE STUDDED WITH A SECTION OF RED CORAL. OLD SMOOTH PATINATION TO

THE SKULL
THE SKULL 17TH CENTURY, THE SILVER MOUNTS 19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 8.5CM HIGH, 15.5CM WIDE, 19.5CM DEEP – 3¼ INS HIGH, 6 INS WIDE, 7¾ INS WIDE

 
LITERATURE

DURING TANTRIC MEDITATION THESE SKULLCAPS ARE FILLED WITH A LIQUID CALLED ‘THE INNER OFFERING’, AND THIS
ALCOHOLIC RITUAL SUBSTANCE IS VISUALISED BY THE MONKS AS HAVING FIVE CORPSES AND FIVE BODILY EXCRETIONS.

THE MEDITATION TRANSFORMS THESE INTO AMBROSIA, SYMBOLIC OF THE FIVE DELUSIONS OF THE MIND BEING
TRANSFORMED INTO THE FIVE WISDOMS, AND THE FIVE PSYCHOPHYSICAL AGGREGATES BEING TRANSFORMED INTO THE

FIVE BUDDHA’S.

 


