Finch & C°

CHINESE PAKTONG AND CORAL STEMMED APOTHECARY SPOON

ARARE CHINESE PAKTONG AND CORAL STEMMVED APOTHECARY SPOON
THE METAL STEMSTAVIPED WITH A CHINESE MAKERS MARK
QIANLONG DYNASTY — EARLY 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 20.5CMLONG -8 INS LONG

LITERATURE

THE CHINESE PASSION FOR, AND USE OF RED CORAL, WAS REMARKED UPON BY MARCO POLO AS EARLY AS THE 13TH
CENTURY. THE COLOUR RED HAD IMPERIAL CONNOTATIONS BECAUSE THE PRONUNCIATION OF THE WORD ‘RED’;
‘HONG IS THE SAVE IN CHINESE AS THAT FOR ‘GREAT . CORAL JEWELLERY COULD ONLY BE WORN BY THE MEMBERS OF
THE IMVEDIATE IMPERIAL FAMILY DURING THE REIGN OF THE EMPEROR QIANLONG SO IT IS POSSIBLE THAT THIS SPOON
WAS USED IN THE CONTEXT OF THE IMPERIAL COURT.



