
AUSTRALIAN ABORIGINAL SPEAR THROWER OF CAPE GRENVILLE TYPE
A RARE AUSTRALIAN ABORIGINAL SPEAR THROWER OF CAPE GRENVILLE TYPE, EASTERN CAPE YORK, NORTHERN

QUEENSLAND 
CARVED OF CASUARINA WOOD DECORATED WITH ORCHID ROOT FIBRES, PITCH AND WITH A SHAPED HEAD OF BALER

SHELL
19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 89.5CM LONG – 35¼ INS LONG

 
LITERATURE

THIS RARE TYPE OF SPEAR THROWER COMES FROM THE WUTHATHI ABORIGINAL PEOPLES WHO LIVED AT CAPE YORK IN
THE FAR NORTH OF QUEENSLAND. THEY TRADED AND EXCHANGED GOODS WITH THE WESTERN TORRES STRAIT

ISLANDERS, AND USED OUTRIGGER CANOES AND HARPOONS FOR HUNTING AT SEA, WHICH REFLECTS THEIR LINKS
WITH THE PEOPLES OF THE TORRES STRAIT.

SPEARS ARE USED THROUGHOUT AUSTRALIA AND VARY FROM SIMPLE POINTED STICKS TO SPEARS WITH ELABORATE
POINTS. SPEAR THROWERS ADD ANOTHER EXTRA POINT TO THE ARM AND THUS GREATLY INCREASE THE VELOCITY OF

THE SPEAR THROWN AS WELL AS MAKING THE THROW MORE POWERFUL AND ACCURATE. EACH TRIBAL AREA OF
AUSTRALIA HAD ITS OWN DESIGN FOR THEIR ARTEFACTS MAKING IT POSSIBLE TO PINPOINT WITH ACCURACY THEIR

ORIGINAL PLACE OF PRODUCTION.

 


