
DUTCH EAST INDIES SMALL DOMED TORTOISESHELL CASKET
A DUTCH EAST INDIES SMALL DOMED TORTOISESHELL CASKET WITH WRIGGLEWORKED SILVER MOUNTS AND OVAL LOCK

PLATE WITH KEY
THE INSIDE NOW LINED WITH EARLY 19TH CENTURY WALLPAPER

LATE 17TH CENTURY
SIZE: 9.5CM HIGH, 13CM WIDE, 8CM DEEP – 3¾ INS HIGH, 5 INS WIDE, 3 INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

IN 1570 QUEEN CATHERINE OF PORTUGAL BEGAN THE FASHION FOR TORTOISESHELL AND IS SAID TO HAVE OWNED
TWENTY-TWO PIECES BY THE END OF THAT YEAR. THE DEMAND FROM EUROPE FOR OBJECTS MADE OF TORTOISESHELL

WAS QUICKLY TAKEN UP BY THE DUTCH V.O.C. AS WELL AS THE PORTUGUESE TRADERS AND THEY SUPPLIED THESE
EXOTIC GOODS TO A GROWING EUROPEAN LUXURY MARKET FOR NEARLY 250 YEARS.

 


