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ITALIAN MICRO-MOSAIC DEPICTING THE BASILICA AND PIAZZA OF ST PETERS IN ROME

AFINE ITALIAN MCRO-MOSAIC DEPICTING THE BASILICAAND PIAZZA OF ST PETERS IN ROME SET IN ABELGIAN BLACK
MARBLE BASE FOR USE AS ADESK WEIGHT
MD 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 16CMWIDE, 12.5CMDEEP, 2CMHIGH — 6% INS WIDE, 5 INS DEEP, %2 INS HIGH

LITERATURE

TAKEN FROMENGRAVINGS, THESE IMAGES WERE PRODUCED IN THE MCRO-MOSAIC WORKSHOPS OF THE VATICAN IN
ROME AND WERE INTENDED AS APICTURE SOUVENIR THAT AGRAND TOURIST COULD EASILY CARRY HOME. THIS VIEW
OF THE DOMED BASILICAAT THE FAR END OF THE SQUARE IS UNUSUAL AS IT DEPICTS THE SCENE FROM GROUND LEVEL
AS OPPOSED TO THE AERIAL MEW TYPICALLY DEPICTED TO SHOW OFF BERNINI'S MAGNIFICENT ELLIPTICAL
COLONNADES, WHICH ARE SOMETIMES REFERRED TO AS THE EMBRACING ARMS OF ST PETER.

AFAVOUS AND FAVOURITE ATTRACTION, THE ENORMOUS BASILICAWAS BEGUN IN 1506 BY BRAVANTE AND MODIFIED IN
1547 BY MCHELANGELO WHO DESIGNED THE DOVE. IT WAS COMPLETED IN 1606 BY MADERNO AND BERNINI'S MAJESTIC
BAROQUE COLONNADE WAS ADDED IN 1657. THE FOUNTAINS ARE BY BOTH BERNINI AND MADERNO, AND THE ANCIENT
CENTRAL OBELISK WAS ORIGINALLY IN THE CIRCUS OF THE EMPEROR NERO.



