Finch & C°

ENGLISH CARVED OAK CORBEL DEPICTING A ‘GREEN MAN’

AN INTERESTING ENGLISH CARVED OAK CORBEL DEPICTING A*GREEN MAN' WITH ALONG FLOWING MOUSTACHE AND
CURLED BEARD
TRACES OF ORIGINAL POLYCHROME
16TH CENTURY
SIZE: 38CMHIGH, 23CMWIDE, 21CMDEEP — 15 INS HIGH, 9 INS WIDE, 874 INS DEEP

LITERATURE

THE GREEN MAN SIGNIFIES IRREPRESSIBLE LIFE, BUT HIS ORIGINS ARE MYSTERIOUS REACHING BACK INTO THE DEPTHS
OF PRE-HISTORY. ALTHOUGH REGARDED AS APAGAN IMAGE HIS FACE CAN BE FOUND IN OVER ONE HUNDRED
CHURCHES AND CATHEDRALS IN BRITAIN AND THERE ARE SOME 30 PUBS BEARING HIS NAVE IN LONDON ALONE. HIS
GUARDIAN SPIRIT PERSONIFIED FORESTS AND HE IS LINKED TO THE CULTS OF SACRED TREES WHERE HE
REPRESENTS THE INTELLIGENCE UNDERLYING THE WORLD OF VEGETATION. IN GREEK MYTH ADONIS IS BORN FROMA
TREE. THE ROMAN GOD DIONYSUS WAS LINKED TO THE VINE, REBIRTH AND DIMNATION. THE CHRISTIAN MYTH OF EDEN
CENTRES UPON ATREE THAT POSSESSES KNOWLEDGE OF GOOD AND EVIL, BUT THE GREEN MAN IS MOST PROBABLY
DERIVED FROMTHE ANCIENT CELTS WHO BELIEVED IN THE HEAD AS THE SEAT OF THE SOUL WITH SACRED AND
MAGICAL PROTECTIVE POWERS.



