
ETONIAN BIRCHWOOD DISCIPLINARY BEATER CARVED WITH THE WORDS ‘FLAGELLATOR / RC’ AND TO THE REVERSE ‘ETON
ÂŒ  WARD’S’

AN OLD ETONIAN BIRCHWOOD DISCIPLINARY BEATER CARVED WITH THE WORDS ‘FLAGELLATOR / RC’ AND TO THE
REVERSE ‘ETON ÂŒ  WARD’S’

OLD SMOOTH PATINA
EARLY 19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 35.5CM WIDE, 3CM HIGH, 1CM DEEP – 14 INS WIDE, 1¼ INS HIGH, ¼ INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

ONE OF THE OLDEST AND MOST PRESTIGIOUS PUBLIC SCHOOLS IN BRITAIN, ETON COLLEGE, TRADITIONALLY REFERRED
TO AS THE ‘CHIEF NURSE OF ENGLAND’S STATESMEN’, WAS RENOWNED FOR ITS USE OF CORPORAL PUNISHMENT

KNOWN AS ‘BEATING’, AND IN THE 16TH CENTURY FRIDAY WAS SET ASIDE AS ‘FLOGGING DAY’.
JOHN KEATE WAS A FAMOUS HEADMASTER OF ETON FROM 1809 TO 1834 AND IS SAID TO HAVE INHERITED AN

UNDISCIPLINED SCHOOL REGIME. HE RESTORED ORDER BY THE VIGOROUS AND FREQUENT USE OF THE BIRCH
BEATER. HE ONCE PUBLICLY BEAT 80 BOYS IN ONE DAY. AFTER 1964 THE USE OF THE BIRCH BEATER WAS GIVEN UP IN

FAVOUR OF THE CANE.
‘POP TANNING’ WAS A SEVERE PUNISHMENT CARRIED OUT BY THE SELF-ELECTED SCHOOL SOCIETY, BY ITS PRESIDENT,

IN THE PRESENCE OF ALL THE MEMBERS. THE CULPRIT WAS SUMMONED TO APPEAR IN A PAIR OF OLD TROUSERS, AS
THE BEATING WOULD CUT THE CLOTH TO SHREDS AS WELL AS LEAVE THE BUTTOCKS BLEEDING.

 


