
BRONZE AGE LAUSITZ ‘URNFIELD’ CULTURE POTTERY CINERARY URN
AN ANCIENT AND RARE LATE BRONZE AGE LAUSITZ ‘URNFIELD’ CULTURE POTTERY CINERARY URN DECORATED WITH

ANTHROPOMORPHIC FEATURES AND TWO BRONZE EARRINGS WITH A LID IN THE FORM OF A HAT CONTAINING THE
CREMATED ASHES OF AN ANCESTOR 

LATE BRONZE AGE 1300 – 700 BC 
SIZE: 25CM HIGH, 15CM DIA. – 9¾ INS HIGH, 6 INS DIA.

 
LITERATURE

THE MOST NOTABLE CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT THAT WIDELY OCCURRED THROUGHOUT LATE BRONZE AGE EUROPE
WAS THE ALMOST UNIVERSAL CHANGE FROM BURYING THE DEAD IN GRAVES TO THAT OF CREMATING THEM,

COLLECTING THEIR ASHES AND PLACING THEM IN URNS SUCH AS THIS. THESE URN BURIALS WERE THEN PUT IN
DEFINED CEMETERY AREAS, AND THIS PRACTICE HAS LED TO THE PERIOD BEING CALLED THE ‘URNFIELD PERIOD’.

BURIALS ARE THE MOST VISIBLE ARCHAEOLOGICAL REMAINS OF THE PERIOD AND IN SOME INSTANCES LARGE
QUANTITIES OF GRAVE GOODS HAVE BEEN FOUND DEPOSITED WITH THE DEAD THAT HAD COME CONSIDERABLE

DISTANCES, WHICH PROVIDES EVIDENCE OF POWERFUL EXCHANGE NETWORKS.

 


