
ENGLISH REGENCY TRAVELLING TURNED IVORY CANDLESTICK
AN ENGLISH REGENCY TRAVELLING TURNED IVORY CANDLESTICK AND STAND IN THREE SECTIONS, THE OBELISK TOP

WHEN REVERSED BECOMING THE HOLDER FOR THE SCONCE, WHICH IS CONTAINED INSIDE THE LID. THE MIDDLE
SECTION FOR USE AS A HANDLE, THE WHOLE STANDING ON AN IVORY PLINTH

CIRCA 1820 – 40
SIZE: 21CM HIGH, 5.5CM DIA. (MAX) – 8¼ INS HIGH, 2¼ INS DIA. (MAX)

 
LITERATURE

TRAVELLING CANDLEHOLDERS ONLY SEEM TO HAVE BEEN FASHIONABLE FROM AROUND CIRCA 1800. GENERALLY
THOSE MADE UNTIL ABOUT 1830 HOLD CANDLES OF UP TO ½ INCH DIAMETER AND HAVE NO PROVISION FOR MATCHES.

LATER SPECIMENS HOLD A LARGER MODERN TYPE OF CANDLE.
IN THE 17TH AND 18TH CENTURIES THE PHRASE 'AUCTION BY INCH OF CANDLE' OFTEN APPEARS IN SALE BILLS. THESE

AUCTIONS NOT ONLY INCLUDED SMALL GOODS, BUT ALSO HOUSES AND SHIPS. THE PURCHASER WAS THE LAST BIDDER
BEFORE THE CANDLE EXPIRED. SAMUEL PEPYS RECORDED IN HIS DIARY FOR 1662 ‘Â€¦..OBSERVED ONE MAN

CUNNINGER THAN THE REST THAT WAS SURE TO BID THE LAST MAN, AND TO CARRY IT; AND INQUIRING THE REASON, HE
TOLD ME THAT JUST AS THE FLAME GOES OUT THE SMOKE DESCENDS, WHICH IS A THING I NEVER OBSERVED BEFORE,

AND BY THAT HE DO KNOW THE INSTANT WHEN TO BID LAST, WHICH IS VERY PRETTY.’

 


