Finch & C°

MEDIEVAL SOLDIER'S UPPER THIGH BONE OR FEMUR

AREMARKABLE AND CURIOUS MEDIEVAL SOLDIER’S UPPER THIGH BONE OR FEMUR PIERCED WITH AMEDIEVAL IRON
CROSSBOWBOLT
RETRIEVED FROM THE MOAT OF SEVRINSTORBURG IN THE CITY OF COLOGNE, GERMANY WHEN THE CITY MOAT AND
CANAL WERE DRAINED AND DREDGED IN 1920
13TH CENTURY
SIZE: 43CMLONG - 17 INS LONG

LITERATURE

KNOVWWN IN THE MIDDLE AGES AS AN ARBALEST OR ARBLAST, THE EUROPEAN CROSSBOW CONSISTED ESSENTIALLY OF A
HEAVY BOW MOUNTED ON ASTOCK WITH AGROOVE IN THE TOP FOR AN ARROW AND AMECHANICAL DEVICE FOR
HOLDING AND RELEASING THE STRING. THE EARLIER BOWS WERE MADE OF WOOD OR WHALEBONE AND THE LATER OF
STEEL. THE EARLIEST WERE COMPARATIVELY LIGHT AND COULD BE DRAVWN BY HAND, THE STOCK BEING BRACED
AGAINST THE BODY. AS THEY BECAVE STRONGER AND HEAVIER, THE BOW WAS PLACED ON THE GROUND AND THE FEET
WOULD HOLD IT DOVWN WHILST BOTH ARMS AND BACK WERE USED TO PULL THE STRING. THE ARROWS WERE CALLED
BOLTS OR QUARRELS AND AS THIS EXAMPLE SHOWS, WERE MUCH SHORTER AND HEAVIER THAN THOSE USED WITH THE
LONG BOW.



