
THREE PREHISTORIC LATE NEOLITHIC / EARLY BRONZE AGE DANISH FLINT DAGGERS
A COLLECTION OF THREE PREHISTORIC LATE NEOLITHIC / EARLY BRONZE AGE DANISH FLINT DAGGERS

A: A FINE FLINT DAGGER WITH THE REMAINS OF A HANDLE COIL IMPRINTED IN BIRCH PITCH ON THE SHAFT. FOUND IN
1931 IN A BOG AT FARUP IN DENMARK

B: A LONG BLADED PALE GREY FLINT DAGGER FOUND IN 1934 IN A SWAMP AT ELSO, DENMARK.
CIRCA 2500 – 1300BC

C: A BROAD LEAF SHAPED BLADED FLINT DAGGER OF MOTTLED BROWN PATINATED FLINT WITH AN EDGED HANDLE
FOUND IN 1933 IN RHEINBECK, GERMANY

SIZES: A: 24.5CM LONG – 9½ INS LONG 
B: 16CM LONG – 6¼ INS LONG
C: 19CM LONG – 7½ INS LONG

 
LITERATURE

THESE LATE NEOLITHIC-EARLY BRONZE AGE DANISH FLINT DAGGERS OF AROUND 2000BC WERE MADE TO IMITATE AN
IMPORTED BRONZE TYPE WITH A SOLID HILT THAT WAS PRODUCED IN CENTRAL GERMANY. LACKING ITS OWN METAL

DEPOSITS, DENMARK WAS DEPENDENT ON EXTERNAL SUPPLIES, AND FINISHED OBJECTS WERE OFTEN OBTAINED BY
EXCHANGING AMBER.

DURING THIS LATE NEOLITHIC OR ‘DAGGER’ PERIOD IN SCANDINAVIA BURIALS WERE MADE IN STONE CISTS WITH THE
BODIES OF MEN OFTEN ACCOMPANIED BY A FINE FLINT DAGGER. SUCH TOMBS WERE UNCOVERED IN LARGE NUMBERS

DURING THE 19TH AND 20TH CENTURIES DUE TO AGRICULTURAL IMPROVEMENTS AND MANY OF THESE DAGGERS WERE
FOUND OF ASTONISHING QUALITY. THE EVIDENT CRAFTSMANSHIP IN FLINT WORKING REACHED A PEAK UNEQUALLED

BEFORE OR AFTER, AS USING ADVANCED TECHNIQUES OF PRESSURE FLAKING, THE FLINT WORKERS STROVE TO
EMULATE THE ACHIEVEMENTS OF THE CENTRAL GERMAN BRONZE-SMITHS.

 


