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A SRI LANKAN KANDY PERIOD CARVED IVORY FIGURE OF THE BUDDHA SHAKYAMUNI

SOME DAMAGE TO FEET AND TOP OF CEREMONIAL FAN
18TH CENTURY

SIZE: 11CM HIGH, 4.5CM WIDE, 2.5CM DEEP – 4¼ INS HIGH, 1¾ INS WIDE, 1 INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

FOR THE PORTUGUESE, AND ALL THE OTHER FOREIGNERS WHO VISITED OR AIMED TO DOMINATE THE ISLAND BEFORE
AND AFTER THEM, CEYLON AND ITS SURROUNDING SEA WERE A TREASURE TROVE, A ‘GIFT FROM A DIVINE HAND’ AS

JORGE PINTO DE AZEVEDO SAID TO HIS KING, JOÁO IV IN 1646. THE ISLAND’S RESOURCES INCLUDED PRECIOUS
STONES, ROCK CRYSTAL, IVORY AND AMBERGRIS, BEZOAR STONES, PEARLS AND COCONUTS; ALL RAW MATERIALS USED
TO PRODUCE SOME OF THE MOST OUTSTANDING PRECIOUS OBJECTS KNOWN IN THE WEST, AND THAT ARE STILL TO BE

FOUND IN FAMOUS CABINETS OF CURIOSITIES.
THIS IVORY FIGURE EPITOMISES THE TRADITIONAL CONSERVATIVE SRI LANKAN KANDYAN SCULPTURAL IMAGE OF THE

BUDDHA WITH ITS RIGID STANCE, SOLID BODY MASS AND RIPPLING DESIGN OF THE ROBE.

 


